LEGISLATION

We are all aware of the great contributions science has made not only in

strengthening a country’s national defense but also in bringing a great up-

lift in the standard of living and economy of a peoplve. A.tomlci: energy has
been transformed from an instrument of war to a solid anvil of industry and
economy. And rightly so, we do not want to be mere onlooke.rs.of so gre.at
Working under a vivid consciousness of our potentla.lxt‘}"to claim
ed nations of the world, the Senate initiated the.
S. B. NO. 507 (H.B. No. 5877), now known as
Republic Act No. 1606, entitled “AN ACT TO PROMOTE S({IENT'\IT;I;é%
ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGICAL RESEARCH, II\VEA‘ o
AND DEVELOPMENT.” It gained unanimous approval because m the
words of the proponent of the bill, Sen. Locsin, “In ‘the more advanceddn‘fl— v
Mr. President, four and a half per cent of their resources are used 1
but in this country of ours one has to employ.
magnifying glass in that great volume of f)ur approgriation lawls, items with
which to finance scientific investigations.” (translat}ons ourts).
The Act creates a National Science Board under the Office f)f 'thc; PS:
ident composed of ten members representing each of the. follo?vmgn. ; i:m N
tional Research Council of the Phil., University of the Phil,, Sc.lencu o'atio
tion of the Phil,, Institute of Science and Technglogy, Phil. A§socll or
for the Advancement of Science, Phil. Confederation of Professnorll—illealth
Dept. of Agriculture and Natural Resources, pept. of N
d Industry, manufacturing industries, anq the .
It seeks, among others, to coordmaFef rae
synchronize the various researches being undertaken b}_z .thc C‘l;fh:the
instrumentalities of the government and to encourage the citizens, e
public officials or private citizens, whether professors or stuc.lentz,rticum
gage in scientific, engineering and technological re'search, and, in p
when the Board deems it necessary for the promotion of the Act.
However, in the deliberation of the said Act, various problems Ceastion
arising from the wording of the bill itself, among them are, th; q{])niversi
double compensation for public officials and professors 1n dt;; . autbori
of the Philippines provided for in Sec. 1 (c) of the Act, ar} ) Sena
of the Senate to initiate a bill containing a direct appropriation. dditiO'
Locsin manifested the doubt of the committee as to whether such a

a wonder.
a place among the advanc
passing of a bill known as

tions,
scientific investigations,

ganizations,
Dept. of Commerce an
tional Economic Council.
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1 TRANSCRIPT OF CTNcgﬁcr, June 27, 1956.
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compe.nsation cited above Would fall under the provision of the Constitution
regarding double compensation and it was duly solved by Senator Tafiady
1.‘.0 .qu.ote, “....double compensation is prohibited by the Constitution, bu;
if it is expressly provided in the bill, double compensation by itself is not
Rrohi})ited by the Constitution.”  However, Senator Locsin has another solu-
tion in order to avoid an inconsistency with our Constitution by claiming
that such additional compensation could well be arranged as an overtime
compensation. Senator Paredes, on the other hand, expressed the opinion
that the bill being an amendment by substitution and no substitute amend-
ment being present raises a constitutional question as to the right of the
Senate to initiate such bill because it is an appropriation act. True, the
Act has for the most part of it a detailed citation of the various items sub-
ject of appropriations necessary for the implementation of the Act, contained
in appendices “A”, “B”, “C”, “D”, “E”, “F”, “G”, and “H” which form an
integral part of the same. All in all. it amounts to four million five hun-
dred thousand pesos for the fiscal year nineteen hundred and fifty-seven.

However, this appropriation is merely incidental to implement the policy

established by the said Act. And in the words of Senator Primicias, to
which the proponent of the bill concurred, he states thus, “There are those
who believe that from the moment a bill contains a direct appropriation of
money, it is contended that the Senate has no authority to initiate such
legislation. Others believe that so long as the bill has a definite purpose to
realize a certain national policy and the appropriation is merely incidental to
implement that policy, the senate has power to initiate that legislation. 1
am, Mr. President, in accord with the second school of thought.™ The same
was adopted by the majority.

The Act, noticeably, however, while mentioning the varicus fields of con-
centration, do not expressly touch upon the field of sugar research, the pet
of the Sugar Block to which the proponent belongs. To this, the proponent
of the bill retorted that sugar research is already a special activity covered by
a special law and for the time being it is not included since efforts are being
exerted and directed to those that are more vital and really require very ample
research and study, although, it is still covered by the bill under Sec. 1 (i)

No. 8, “Other new and necessary research projects.”

It is, indeed, a very comprehensive legislation covering a very wide ex-
Panse of concentration which could very well be a good solution for an
underdeveloped Philippines. It is not, however, new for it is merely an
attempt for the most part to centralize all scientific and engineering re-

‘( Searches going on in the country, and for the latter part, the introduction of

cpe . .'
Modern and more efficient instruments and apparatus for the purpese-

2 Id.
3 Id.
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AN ACT

TO PROMOTE SCIENTIFIC, ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGICAL
RESEARCH, INVENTION AND DEVELOPMENT.

SECTION 1. In order to promote scientific, engineering and technologi?al re-
search, invention, and development, the Government shall, in accordance with the
provisions of this Act:

(a) Grant scholarships in science, engineering and technology for especially
gifted citizens;

(b) Grant bonus and other financial aid to brilliant and deserving scientific,
engineering and technological researchers;

(¢) Give addition:] compensation to scientific, engineering and technolog'icfil
researchers employed in the Government who, for financial reasons, e.:n.gage in
teaching or in private business after office hours, subject to the condition thfit
upon receiving such additional compensation, they shall no Ionger: engage in
teaching or in private business but shall devote themselves after office hours to
scientific research ana studies: Provided, That the faculty and other personnel
of the University of the Philippines engaged in scientific engineering and tech'-
nical research who are not authorized to teach outside or engage in private b‘usl-
ness shall be entitled to the additional compensation equivalent to that re.zcelved
by officials and personnel of other branches of the government of equivalent
rank;

(d) Employ the services of recognized scientists, engineers and technologists
for the purpose of training promising young scientists or researchers;

(¢) Acquire all the necessary scientific, engineering or technical equipment
and supplies which may be needed for conducting researchers;

(f) Enter into contract with private persons, firms and corporations in 0
der for them to undertake any scientific, engineering and technological research,

invention and development that can not be undertaken in the various labora:

tories, bureaus, offices, agencies and instrumentalities of the Government;

. : jonal

(g) Extend aids to research, travel grants; send participants to mtemafll‘oza.
conferences or congresses; held International Scientific or Engineeru'lg and h;xge ;
nological Conferences and Congresses in the Philippines; and establish exc :

of scientific, engineering and technological information with other countries;

(h) Establish an industrial research and training center in the
of the Philippines;

(i) Allocate funds provided in this Act, over and above existing funds, ¥
existing and new research institutions of the government, for their e
improvement and establishment and for originating and continuing re
therein; and with the following research agencies designated to under
cial resaarch projects and requirements along the line laid down in the pre
outlined in appendices “A”, “B”, “C”, “D”, “E”, “F” “G” and “H” which
hereby made integral parts of this Act and/or such changes as th
from time to time decide.

1. The University of the Philippines Industrial Research and Trainin

ter: (a) Textile Pilot plant, () pulp and paper pilot plant, (¢) ¢

University
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nut products and by- i includi

dustrial research bLli&IdIi);ngCts pHot plant, including ek and @

2. The National Scientific and Ind

tute of Scienee and Technolog

scientific library and laborato

e]ectro-melallurgy pilot plant,

3. The'.tI];vaersity of the PhiliAppines, College of Pharmacy (in cooperation
§;ti th;} B(/iollege ‘of M(;edxcine, University of the Philippines and the
ational Museum): industrial development r ilippi
modicinal plae, pIne of drugs from Philippine
4. T}}:? Scliegiie Fc;unda}lgtion of the Philippines (In cooperation with the Na-
iona ucation Board) : bromotion of science conscio
S u
students and general public ; Sress among th’e

5. The University of the Philippines, College of Agriculture (in cooperation

with the Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources) : (a) rice
and corn breeding, (b) coffee and cacag varieties improvement and con-
trol of their diseases and other plant, and (¢) livestock and poultry im-
provement;

ustrial Research Institute (formerly Insti.
v); (a) improvement and expansion of the
ry facilities, equipment and personnel, (b)
and (¢) ceramics pilot plant;

6. Institute of Nutrition: (a) intensification of nutrition researches and (b)
nutrition surveys. '

7. De}far'tment of Health, Public Health Research Laboratories: (a) Anti-
biotics (in cooperation with the Bureau of Soil Conservation College
of Agriculture and College of Pharmacy, University of the Phil’ippines)
(b) tetanus toxoid, (¢) human rabies immune plasma, (d) plasma ex-’
panders, and (_e) preparation of plasma fraction and gamma globulins.

8. Other new and hecessary research projects.

(7) Perform other activities that will promote scientific, engineering and

+ technical research, invention and development.

As used in paragraphs (b) and (c¢) of this section, the phrase “scientific

i engineering and technological researchers” refer to those undertaking studies
= Or Investigations to acquire or discover new knowledge, principle, process or
] information relating to science, engineering or technology.

SEC. 2. The administration of the program provided for in this Act shall -

bfi vested in a National Science Board which is hereby created under the Of-
1 ?ICe of the President to be composed of one representative each from the follow-
Ing: the National Research Council of the Philippines to be designated by the
E.Xecutive Board of said council; the University of the Philippines to be de-
l Signated by Executive Board of said council; the University of the Philippines
o be designated by its President: the Science Foundation of the Philippines;
] the Institute of Science and Technology; the Philippine Association for thé Ad-
TXaneement of 'Science; the Philippine Confederation of Professional Organiza-
 Uons; the Department of Agriculture and National Resources; the Depart-
_:gznt o.f' Health; the Department of Commerce and Industry; manufacturing
! Ustries; and the National Economic Council to be appointed by the Pres-
.0t with the consent of the Commission on Appointments. The presiding of-
{ eer of the Board shall be appointed by the President from among the above

ven members with the consent of the Commission on Appointments: Provided,
at he is not the chairman of any other government board or council.
The President shall, upon recommendation of the National Science Board

Subject to the confirmation of the Commission on Appointments, appoint an
»
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executive director on full-time basis. The National Science Board is authorized
to:

(a) Organize such technical and secretarial staff as may be required to im-
plement the provisions of this Act, for which the total sum of sixty-one thou-
sand six hundred twenty pesos is hereby appropriated for the following to be
taken from the sum appropriated in section three herecf:

I.—Personal Secrvices
.............................. P12,000.00

One JanItoT ..ot it i s
. For salaries of expert, technical and other necessary office

personnel employed by contract or otherwise ...........

1. One Executive Director . ...

2. One Assistant Executive Director and Secretary of the Board  6,600.00
3. One Stenographer ........... ... . ... ... i 2,760.00
4. Two Typists at P1800 . ... ... . .o vhrnvnnns 3,600.00
5. One MESSENEET . ....vot i 1,440.00 .
6. 1,440.00
7

Total for personal services ....................

1I.—Maintenance and Other Operating Euxpenses

1. Travel expenses of personal ...........oooooviiiiiiinenn
2. Supplies and materials ......... ... .
3. SUNAry eXPEMSES ... ...ineertiar e

Total for maintenance and other opcrating
EXPEINSES - o eier e

I1.—Furniture and Equipment

1. Acquisition of fixed assets ............ ...t
Total for furniture and equipment ..............
Grand total .......... ... i

(b) Coordinate the various researches being undertaken by the different
reaus, offices, agencies and instrumentalities of the government and syne
nize them with the activities authorized to be undertaken by this Act in or
to prevent unnecessary duplication;

(¢) Release funds provided for in this Act exclusively for the purpose e
merated in Section One hereof;

(d) Supervise, regulate and otherwise administer the research Ppro
activities financed from the funds under this Act; and

(e) ‘Constitute for all legal purposes, the Board of Directors
duties, powers and prerogatives of a Board of Directors, unless ©
vided for in this Act.

SEC. 3. To carry out the provisions of this Act there is hereby appropri2
out of any funds in the National Treasury not otherwise apprOpl‘iath’ or #
the proceeds of any bond issues authorized by law, beginning for the p
year nineteen hundred fifty-seven, the sum of four million five hundred n
sand pesos to constitute a special fund to be known as the Scientific, I-‘]n%:er
ing and Technological Research Fund for the first year and there 18

jects

with all
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appropriated two .m.illion three hundred eighty thousand pesos for the second

f}ﬁ{ z;zd tt}:;vo r(xinllfon two hundred fifty thousand pesos each year for the

th , four : an ‘flf'Lh years: I'vovided, That any unexpended appropriation

oAany partlcul.ax year shall not revert to the General Fund.

. tl‘}l]); aPn}:;?nt'm the form of grants., donations or aids that may be received
ppine Government for scientific, engineering and technological re-

search, aneIlthn, and development W e X om all taxes also
3 - 5 h :
’ ich shall b ezempted fr

SEC. 4. The Scientific, Engineerin
s ‘ring and Technological Research
be expended by the National Science Board created undere Seetton oo ol

; Section T -
clusively for the purposes enumerated in Section One hereof vo e

SEC. 5. The National Science Board shall submit to the President of the

Philippines, the President of the Senate, a

I >, and the Speaker

sentatives, not later than thirty days fro ’  Of the Iouse of Repre-
report on the progrgss made on the various projects financed under this Act
tbe pr‘ogram of projects the Board will undertake the followine year, and ’
financial report on all its operations. S ¢

m the opening of Congress, a vearly

SEC. 6. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
Approved, August 23, 1956.




