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There has to be a middle ground. I do not think our recent 
constitutional reform finally ended the plight of our Indians, nor do I 
consider the new provisions perft:ct. Not all indigenous traditions and uses 
are acceptable; we cannot look the other way when they include slavery, 
denial of basic rights for women, penalties by mutilation cr other such 
practices. 

Economic development requires by force the incorporation of some 
"white people" uses. There is no way around it. As good as their traditional 
medici~te can be, inoculation campaigns can not stop at their doorstep, this is 
not and' can not be construed as an invasion or violation of their autonomy. 

We are a mixed breed, our ancestors were indigenous peoples, but it is 
not proper\to romanticize and idealize their uses and culture. 

VI. CoNCLUSION 

Let me finish by reminding you of the real reason the Spanish conquistadores 
were able to defeat fur superior forces with a few men: the Aztec Empire 
subjugated so many nations and was such a cruel master, that one day they all 
decided to join forces with the white invaders and together they were ablt: 
to overcome the mighty "Meshic;;s." 

Perhaps there lies the solution, in an alliance between Indians and 
Ladinos (white people). 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

In New Zealand, we definitely have not solved the many issues that have to 
be faced and Maori still fare badly in socio-economic statistics. But, as a 
nation, we have recognised and tom1ally ackr..owledged a national 
responsibility tc the original inhabitants of New Zealand and are attempting 
to meet our obligations. 1 How far we have co.me as a nation in this task 
would be a lengthy debate in itself, and it is to be noted that the further one 
advances,'th~ more complex the issues become and more expectations ri.se. 

II. BACKGROUND 

New Zealand was one. of the last significant land masses settled by man, 
something over a thousand years ago, and it required extremely competent 
seafarer's to cross the oceans around the country. Polynesians had migrated 
over many centuries down from the Asian mainland through Micronesia and 
Polynesia to Aotearoa where they are identified as Maori or tangata whenua. 
Ethnically and lin~istically, they are one with the Polynesians of Hawaii, 
Tahiti and Samoa . This means that they shared a common culture and 
language but were separated by kinship and linked into a fluid tribal system. 
Prior to European contact they were predomiwintly hunter-gatherers but 
also engaged in cultivation and trade. 

• This was. presented by His Excellency during the secohd day of the colloquium. 

•• Ambassador Extraordina;y and Plenipotentiary of New Zealand to the Republic 
of the Philippines. Mr. Aris Gulapa helped in the progress and evolution of the 
article to its pres.~nt form. 
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r. For a more extensive discussion of New Zealand's stand on indigenous issues, 
see Statement by New Zealand Representative Jillian Dempster on Indigenous 
Issues, U.N. Corrunission on Human Rights, 58TH Session (r8 March -r6 April 
2002) (discussing the protection ofindigenous Peoples). 










