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they will have to . adapt to a changing national situation, economy and 
environmt'nt, they have the right to determine the pace at which to adapt 
these changes and their own development. 

It is, thus, imperative that .the following are recognized: the indigenous· -. 
peoples will continue to exist as part of the national society but with their 
own identity, their own structures and their own institutions; the IPs· own 
structure and way of life have a value that needs to be protected; the IPs are 
able to speak for themselves and take part in decision making processes that 
affec~ them; and in taking part in decision making, the IPs contribution will 
be considerable. 

The indigenous p'eoples' survival in mainstream society hinges on the 
continu~us ope~ation of their own system. The loss of such system does not 
only me~n the loss of freedom but also cf life. The strategies to promote 
indigenous peoples' rights therefore must not only protect an individual but 
an entire system. The operation of such system in a fast-changing world is 
only ensured. if the indigenous peoples, who have been steering it, retain 
their right to self-determination. The right entails not just freedom but also 
the capability to chart their fate as they decide among options of change .. 

Finally, a~ we in this colloquium deliberate on rrieans to effect IPRA and 
strengthen the _policy · enyironmc::nt towards ·its . full and effective 
implementation, let us be reffiinded that we are engineering a process of 
empowerment through which the IPs, who have not been able to access 
various resources, like economic, social and political, will now be able to do 
so. It is a p~ocess that ;ums at changing the nature and direction o(system1c 
forces that causes marginalization. It is a process of equality enhancement, an 
inherently induced mechanism of change that v.rill enable:: the IPs to re
negotiate their existence on an equitabllbasis. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Indigenous cultural communities (ICCs) 1 and indigenous peoples (1Ps)2 hav$ 
long been one . of the vulnerable, if not, neglected sectors in P!Jilippine 
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