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In the past twelve years, several decisions of the Supreme Court, particularly 
in the field of political law, have drawn criticisms. The decision of the Supreme 
Court on May 31, 1985 i!l the consolidated cases of Lopez v. Commission on 
Elections. G.R. No. 56022 and Lopez, et al. vs. Metropolitan Manila Commission 
G.R. No. 56124 upholding t~e validity of the creation of the Metropolitan Manila 
Commission looms as one its controversial rulings in political law. 

I. THE BACKGROUND OF THE CASES 

On December 31, 197 4, Mr. Ferdinand E. Marcos issued Proclamation 
No. 1366, which empowered the Commission on Elections to recommend 
questions to .be resolved and determined by the barangay in the referendum on 
January 30, 1975. 

On January 7, 1975, Mr. Ferdinand E. Marcos issued Presidential Decree 
No. 637, ·which formulates the questions to be submitted in the referendum on 
January 30, 1975. 

The referendum was postponed to February 27, 1975. 
On January 17; 1975, Mr. Ferdinand E. Marcos issued Presidential Decree 

. No. 637-A, which amended Presidential Decree No. 637. Section I of Presidential 
Decree No. 637-A directed that the following questions be submitted in the 
referendum in February 27, 1975 among the barangays in the Cities of Manila, 
Quezon, Pasay and Caloocan, the Municipality of Valenzuela in the Province of 
Bulacan, and the Municipalities of Las Pifias, Makati, Malabon, Mandaluyong, 
Marikina, Muntinlupa, Navotas, Parafiaque, Pasig, Pateros, San Juan del Monte, 
and Taguig in the Province of Rizal. 

"1. Do you want the present Mayor-Council fonn of goverrunent now 
existing in the cities and municipalities of Greater Manila to continue? . ... 

"2. If you do not want the Mayor-Council type to continue, do you favor 
the President exercising his powers .to restructure the local governments in Greater 
Manlla (four cities and 13 municip8lities) into an integrated system like a Manager 
or Commission form under such tenns and' conditions as he may detennine? •• 

In the referendum on February 27, 1975, the residents of the four cities and 
thirteen municipalities mentioned in Presidential Decree No. 637-A were 
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