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A MEDLEY OF CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS 

By Jacinto Jimenez 

I. INTRODUCTION 

In any discussion of the Bill of Rights, speakers and writers usually wax eloquent and 
emotional over the right against illegal searches and seizures, the guarantee of due process, 
and the assurance of equal protection. However, there are other rights enshrined in the 
twenty-two sections of the Bill of Rights which are often not given the same attention. It is 
the purpose of this article to discuss some of these rights. 

II. FREE ACCESS TO JUSTICE 
r 

A. Scope of Right 
Section 11 of the Bill of Rights of the 1987 Constitution provides: 

"Free access to the courts and quasi-judicial bodies and adequate legal assistance 
shall not be denied to any person by reason of poverty." 

This is intended to see to it that no one will be denied justice on account of his poverty. There 
are two significant amendments in this provision as compared to Section 23 of the Bill of Rights 
of the 1971Constitution. Firstly, free access to justice was expanded to include quasi-judicial bodies. 
Secondly, adequate legal assistance is also guaranteed by this provision. 

To qualify to litigate as a pauper, one need not literally be a pauper. It is not required that .the 
litigant have no income. 1 

Under Section 16, Rule 141 of the Rules of Court, pauper litigants include wage earners whose 
gross income does not exceed P2,000 a month or P24,000 a year if they are residing in Metropolitan 
Manila and does not exceed Pl,500 a month or P18,000 a year if they are residing outside Metropoli
tan Manila, or who 'do not own real property with an assessed v~ue of more than P24,000 in 
Metropolitan Manila or not more Pl8,000 outside Metropolitan Manila. To be entitled to litigate as 
a pauper, a litigant should execute an affidavit stating that he does not earn more than the above
mentioned amounts nor own any real property with a greater assessed value than the values above
mentioned, supported by a certification from the provincial, city or municipa:I assessor or treasurer. 

B. Rights Afforded Pauper Litigants 

Existing laws confer various rights upon pauper litigants. 
Firstly, if a party is authorized to litigate as a pauper. he will be exempt from the payment of 

legal fees·2 • 

Secondly, Republic-AcrNo. 6034 authorizes courts to order the provincial, city or municipal 
treasurer to pay ap .. mdigent litigant a travel allowance to enable him and his indigent witnesses to 
attend the hearing of a criminal case commenced by him or filed against him. If the hearing will 
require the presence of the indigent litigant or his witnesses the whole day or for two or more days, 
the allowance may also cover reasonable expenses for meals and lodging. 
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