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courts, the limitation of the suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus to those involved in rebellion or invasion, and the requirement that 
those detained during the suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus must be charged in court within three days have been repealed. 1l4 

Instead, there will be an interim Parliament composed of the incumbent 
Senators and Congressmen, at least one-third of the Cabinet Members with 
portfolio, and thirty persons to be appointed by President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo.1J5 

The interim Prime Minister and the Cabinet will be under the direction 
and of President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 1 J6 President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo will be the President, Head of State, and Head of 
Governme,nt.ll7 

\ 
It behooves every Filipino to resist this attempt to restore 

authoritarianism with every legal weapon. 

The nightmarish experience of the nation during the dark days of the 
I973 Constitution brings to mind the warning of Justice Calixto Zaldivar in 
his separate opinion in the case of ]avel/ana, when he quoted a dissenting 
opinion of Justice George Sutherland, '[t)he saddest epitaph which can be 
carved in memory of a vanished liberty is that it was lost because its 
pos<essors failed to forth a saving hand while yet there was time.'1J8 

134· ld. art. IX § 8. 
135. Id. art. XX§ 9· 
136. Id. art. XX § I 2. 

I37·Id. m. XX§ 13. 
IJS.Javellana v. Commission on Elections, 50 SCRA JO, 309 (1973) (citing The 

Associated Press v. National Labor Relations Board, 301 U.S. 103, 141 (1937)). 
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