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Law is the business to which my life is devoted, and I should _show less than devotion if I did 
not do what in me lies to improve it, and when I perceive what seems to me the ideal of its 
future, if! hesitated to point out arid to prllSS toward it with all my heart. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Bouvier's Law Dictionary defines Legal Ethics as, "[t]hat br~rtch of moral 
science which treats of the duties which a member of the legal profession owes 
to the public, to the court, to his professional brethren, and to his client."2 In 
his Foreword to Malcolm's Legal and Judicial Ethics, Chief Justice Moran 
describes Legal Ethics as "the embodiment of all principles of morality and 
refinement that should govem the conduct of every member of the bar. "J 

Tpese definitions recognize that morality provides the touchstone for ethics. A 
lawyer owes duties that are both legal and moral. The importance arid dignity 
of the legal profession require not only that its members be law-abiding, but 
also that they be exemplars of moral uprightness. 

I. THF. CODE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY vis-a-vis 
THE CANONS OF PROFESSIONAL ETHICS 

Prior to the promulgation by the Supreme Court of the Code of Professional 
Responsibility (CPR), 4 the tenets of Legal Ethics could be found in the 
Constitution,s statutes, 6 the Rules of Court,7 Supreme Court decisions, the 

1. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., The Path cif the Law, IO HARV. L. REv. 457, 473-74 (I 897). 

2. I BouviER's LAW, DICTIONARY I086 (8d ed. 19I4). 

3. Manuel V. Moran, Foreword to GEORGE ARTHUR MALCOLM, LEGAL AND jUDICIAL ETHICS 
ix (I949). 

4· Reprinted in 2 LAW. REv., Sept. 30, I988, at 29. 

5· See PHIL. CoNsT., art. VIII,§ 5 (c). 

6. See An Act to Ordain and Institute the Civil Cede of the Philippines [CIVIL CoDE] art. 
1491 provides: 

The following persons cannot acquire by purchase, even at a public or judicial 
auction, either in person or through the mediation of another: 

... (5) Justices, judges, prosecuting attorneys, clerks of superior and inferior courts, 
and other officers and employees connectecj,with the administration of justice, .. 
the property and rights in litigation or levied upon execution before tire court 
within whose jurisdiction or territory they exercise their functions; this 
prohibition includes the act of acquiring by assignment and shall apply to lawyers, 
with respect to the property and rights which maybe the object of any litigation 
in which they may take part by virtue of their profession. 

See also An Act Revising me. Penal Code and Other Penal Laws [RiiVISED PENAL CODE]. 
ART. 208 provides: 

The penalty of prision correcional in its minimum period and suspension shall be 
,imposed upon any public officer, or officer of the law, who, in deriliction of 
the duties of his office, shall maliciously refrain from instituting prosecution for 
the punishment of violators of the law, or shall tolerate the commission of 
offenses. 

Similarly, Article 209 provides: 














