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the oppositor. Furthermore these witnesses were the instrumental witnesses 
to the questioned documents. Held, the authenticity of questioned signature 
cannot be determined solely upon its general characteristics, similarities, or 
dissimilarities with the genuine signature. Dissimilarities as regards spon­
taneity, rythm, pressure of the pen, loops in th~ strokes, signs of stops, shades, 
etc., that may be found between the questioned signature and the genuine one 
are not decisive on the question of the formers authenticity. The result of 
examinations of questioned handwritings, even with the benefit of aid of ex­
perts and scientific instruments, is, at best, inconclusive. There are other 
factors that must be taken into consideration. The position of the wrirer, the 
condition of the surface on which he is placed, his state of mind, feeJings and 
nerv~_s, and the kind of pen and paper used, play an important rol~ on the 
general appearanc-e of the signature. Unless, therefore, there is, in a given 
case, absolute absence, or manifest dearth, of direct or circumstantial con­
sistent e'v,idence on the character of a questioned handwriting, much Wleight 
should not, be given to characteristic similarities or dissimilarities, between 
that questi~ned handwriting and an authentic one. LORENZO v. DIAZ, (CA) G.R. 
No. 13642-~, February 27, 1957. 
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BOOK NOTE 

GovERNMENT UNDER LAW. Edited by Arthur Sutherland.* Cambridge, 
U.S.A.: Harvard University Press, 1956. Pp. XI, 587. 

On September 22, 1955, more than eight hundred justices, lawyers, 
judges, theologians, scholars, and other eminent persoas of many coun­
tries gathered at the Harvard Law School in Ames Courtroom, Austin 
Hall. In attendance were some of the greatest legal minds and scholars 
m the world today: the C:1d Justice and two associate justices of the Supreme 
Court of the United States; Chief Justice of South Africa, Australia, Canada; 
the master of the Rolls of England; an ambassador of Costa Rica to the Unit­
ed States; a notable Roman Catholic scholar; leading law practitioners of the 
United States, and many other distinguished alumni of the Harvard Law 
School. The occasion: to commemorate the two hundredth anniversary of 
John Marshal's birth, the symbol in America of the supremacy of the writ­
ten Constitution. The purpose: to study anew the ideal of government 
under law and to clarify to a c-ertain extent the many difficulties, both of 
theory and practice, that arise in the application of this ideal to the daily 
business of government. 

This book, GovERNMENT UNDER LAW, contains the papers, addresses, and 
discussions contributed during the conference. Four principal themes were 
chosen - Government as Protector of the People against the Government; 
Government under Law in Time of Crises; the Meaning of Due Process; 
and the val"e of Constitutionalism today. The discussions on these themes 
were brought about in this manner: First, long before tl,e conference it­
self, outstanding authorities were invited to write essays on each of these 
subjects. These essays were then printed and distributed to those who 
were exp~cted to attend four '11onths before the gathering. These, to­
gether with the addresses made during the sessions, were the subject-mat­
ter of the discussion. Because of this method of notifying the expected con­
ferees in advance of matter~ to be taken up, everyone was well informed 

and prepared, thus assuring very lively and profoundly enlightening dis­
sertations on these four principal themes. 

We could say then with conviction that the thoughts proclaimed in that 

'' Professor of Law, Harvard Law School. 
1 Chief Justice of the United States, 1801-1835. 
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