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This was presented during the first day of the Colloquium. It is an 
abridged version ofthe case study entitled, "Claims and Counterclaims in the Mt. 
Halcon and Mt. Calavite Ranges: The !raya People's Assertion of Rights Over 
their Ancestral Domains." The study was commissioned by the ILO-UNDP to the 
Tanggapang Panligal ng Katutubong Filipino or the Legal Assistance Center for 
Indigenous Filipinos (PANLIPI). The study was done in collaboration with the 
lraya Mangyans in the Municipalities of Abra de ilog, Mamburao, Paluan, and Sta. 
Cruz, who gave their free and prior informed consent to the.study. 

The case study aimed to document l/he struggle ofthe lraya Mang}ran in the 
protection and management of their ancestral domains in the face of blatant 
"development aggression". lt demonstrated processes for the resolution or 
harmonization of conflicting or overlapping resource. use rights within ancestral 
domains in relation to applicable national· laws, foremost of which is the 
Indigenous Peoples' Rights Act of 1997, and the National Integrated Protected 
Areas System, otherwise known as Republic Act 7586 (NIPAS) and various 
government projects therein. 

The case study further proposed guidelines for rationalizing various resource 
utilization conservation programs within the ancestral domains of the lraya 
Mangyan, using their Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Practices (IKSPs) as a 
framework. 

Special thanks to Messrs. Allan Ong and Jolon Pabiton for transforming the 
original case study into its form. 
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!. INTRODUCTION .. 
"Claims and counterclaims" describe the situation in the Mt. Hakon and 
Mt. Calavite Ranges, where the Iraya peoples and the forest officers had 
been embroiled in a state of running conflict on several critical issues that 
bear on the right of the Iraya to their ancestral domains and 
the resources found therein. 1 This situation is reflected on many projects 

I. In recognition of their rights to their ancestral domains as mandated in the 
Constitution and the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act, many activities 
conducted or introduced into the ancestral domains of the indigenous peoples 
require their free and prior informed consent. Free and Prior Informed 
Consent or (FPIC) is the consensus of all members of the ICCs/!Ps to be 
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Most, if not all, ICCs have a long historical presence and maintain 
traditional laws with often complex systems of land ownership, inheritance 
and tenure. Many of the resource rich areas are enhanced by the presence 
of communities with rich cultures whose lifestyles and livelihoods have 
negligible impact on the resource such as wildlife or habitats. 

Conflicting legal and policy issues over ancestral domains and their 
interpretation by government, NGOs and concerned ICCss need to be 
resolved in the spirit of harmony and democracy. Participatory 
management must be further defined. While national policy and law 
require uniform respect throughout the country, . .any program must 
coil.sider the interest of all local and regional parties in implementing any 
arrangement involving land use and resource utilization. Such flexibility 
will be necessary to achieve a successful balance between conservation and 
develppment. 
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* This article was presented during the second day of the ColloquiUm. It was 
originally a case study entitled -"Partnerships for· Development in Mt Guiting-
guiting: Delineation of 1',ncestral Domains and Resource Management Planning by 
the Mangyan Tagabukid of Sibuyan," which was by ILO-UNDP to 
the Tanggapang Panligal rig Katutubong Filipino or the Legal Assistance Center for 
Indigenous Filipinos (PANLIPI). The study was done in collaboration with the 
Tagabujzid in the Island of Sibuyan, whose names appear as co-authors in the title 
page M this report and who gave their Free Jnd Prior Informed Consent to the 
study. The 'st4dy around the experience of the Sibuyan Tagabukid and 
several partner NGOs, Government Agencies and Local Governinent Units in 
participating and managing convergence in the implementation of a project entitled 
"Protecting the Biodiversity of Mt Guiting- guiting through the Devdopment of 
Sustainable Livelihood . This project aimed to conserve and manage the 
rainforests of Mt. Guiting-guiting; one of few remaining centers of biodiversity 
and endenusm in the Philippines, through the development of sustainable resource 
based enterprises in Sibuyan Island, where the ranges may be found. 

The study also endeavors to harness synergies among different stakeholders, the 
lowland farmers, the natural resources operators and the Indigenous Peoples, and a 
host of cooperators including Non-Government Organizations, Local Government 
Units, Government Agencies and International Agencic;-s. Jl..mong the NGOs 
involved were the Philippine Rural Reconstruction Movement, the Evelio B. Javier 
Foundation, the MAGCAISA Foundation and PANLIPL Local Government Units 
included those of the three municipalities comprising Sibuyan Island namely 
Magidwang, Cajidiocan and San Fernando. Government Agencies included, among 
oth<:rs, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and tQ,e 
National Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP). Lastly, International 
Organization:;, mainly, the European Union-National Integrated Areas. Program 
(EU-NIPAP). 

** Executive Director, PANLIPI. PANLIPI has been working with the indigenous 
communities in Sibuyan since 1997. They initially entered into a partnershi.p with 
Kabang Kalikas?.n ng Pilipinas Foundation (KKP) or the World Wildlife Fund -
Philippines as the Consultant for the Legal Assistance· Component of the KKP 
Project entided, "Protecting the Biodiversity of Mt. Guiti::1g-guiting through the 
Development of Sustainable Livelihood Enterprises." The project was undertaken 
by WWF-Philippines as the lead agency in consortium with PANLIPI, Philippine 
Rural Reconstruction Movement, Evelio B. Javier Foundation, and the 
MAGCAISA Foundation. 


