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l. INTI,ODUCTION 

'"Sperm Don9r Must Pav Child . Support. " 2 This has been the 
pronouncement of a State Appeals Court in the United States when it held 
that a verbal agreement between a woman and her sperm donor was invalid 

and ordered the man to pay child support for the woman's twins.J This 

ruling is perhaps a novelty tor having stirred publicity and for having 
destroyed our settled notion of paternity in assisted conception - that is, 
that a sperm donor is nothing but what his name says, a donor - not a 

parent. Apparently, cases like this give us pause to deliberate on Assisted 
Reproductive Technology and its implications on settled notions of 
paternity as well as on persons who are liable for child support. 

The advent of modem reproductive technology has dictated that 
parenthood is no longer the certainty it was in the traditional scheme of 

£1mily law, which pronounced that the obligatwn of child support is 
premised on parenthood. 4 Sperm, egg and womb, and even parenthood, it 

would seem, may now be readily manipulated. It is not improbable that 
pri\'<lte agreements waiving parental status <ll1d child support obligations are 

drawn by patticipants ensuring that, at the onset, parenthood is made clear 

and would not, in the future, be subject of court dispute. In other instances 
where no written agreement is made, an implicit understa1~ding nevertheless 

1. Arthur Caplan, Sperm Do11<n 11/ust f'ay Child Snppon, at http:/ /wwv.r.cnn.com/ 
2004/LAW /o712J/sperm.donor.<lp.html (last accessed Dec. I\J, 2006). 

2. Id. 

J. Id. 

4- Src, The Family Code of the Philippines I FAMILY CODE] art. I 1\4. 












































