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I. Introduction 

Cardinal Anthony Bevilacqua once said that, "P}egal education is more than 
memorization of facts, figures, and rote recitation of cases, rulings, precedents 
and appeals. In order to promote and uphold the common good of society, 
the study and practice of law must encompass moral and ethical principles 
that not only inform but transform the human community."! Indeed, the 
Philippines has been a society based on law and fOrged by la'lllryers. Law, the 
cornerstone of legal education, is a tool by which social order is maintained. 
For Filipinos, the rule of law has been the great authority, embodying the 
development of a nation 0'\1\er the years. The development of law never stops, 
for it is a dynamic force that continually adapts to a changing society. In our 
society, lawyers are and must be the conscience of both the legal system and 
the client-for if they are not, no one will be. Additionally, the Supreme 
Court has always stressed that the lawyer's conduct ought to and must always 
be scrupulously observant of law and ethics. The lawyer, like the Court, is an 
instrument or to advance the ends of justice.2 

In order to create the ideal mold of a lawyer, legal education, being the 
foundation upon which lawyers are based, must be shaped properly. 
Consequently, the importance of legal education cannot be overemphasized. 

. According to a report of the American Bar Association, J any recommendations 
on professionalism should begin with the law schools, "not because they 
represent the profession's greatest problems but because they constitute 
our greatest oppoitunities."4 Moreover, one of the goals of legal education is 
the, empowerment of the masses of people who are less advantaged in society.5 
The foundation upon which the legal profession stands is the education 
provided by law, schools throughout the country. In the Philippines, the basis 

1 •. Faith and Law: Can they roexist in your Practice?, Columbus School ofLaw Gener.ll 
Information Site, at http://law.cua.edu/alumni/CUALawyer/issues/contact/ 
wintercontact/FaithLaw.cfu1 (last accessed February 27, 2004). 

2. In re Wenceslao Laureta, 148 SCRA 382, 422 (1987), (citing Surigao Mineral 
Conservation Board v. Cloribel, 31 SCRA 1 (1970); Castaneda v.Ago, 65 SCRA 
sos (1975)), 

3· American Bar Association Commission on Professionalism, In the Spirit <if Public 
Service: A Blueprint for the Rekindling of Lawyer Professionalism, at http:// 

• .J Qast accessed Febo:uary 27, 2004). 
4- Harry T. Edwards, The Role <if Legal Education in Shaping the Pr<ifession, 31 S.B.L.J. I, 

2 (1990). 
5· Augusto Caesar Espiritu, Riiforms in Graduate Legal Education, 56 P.L.J. 199, zoo 

(1981). 
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"{f]or the law is the lasting and secure guide of human conduct; it is not 
something to be manipulated, twisted or set side for goals, however high or 
desirable they may seem!'••S 

228. Narvasa, supra note 204, at 67. 
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"You {(Jnnot win a {(JSe unless you have a case. The day-long, the life-long struggle 
in your life will not so much to win cases ... as to gel cases." 

-Vicente J Franciscor 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The practice of law is governed by a myriad of precepts and regulations: the 
Code of Professional Responsibility, Rule 139-B of the Revised Rules of 

* '04 J.D., cand. Editor and Executive Committee Member, Atewo LAw Journal. The 
author was the Lead Editor of issue Vol. 48, No. I. His previous works published in tlfe 
journal include Judicial Policy in the LAw on Public Qfficers, 47 ATENEO LJ. 71 (200.:!'); and The 

of the Principles of Corporate Gcivernance on the Doctrine of Piercing the H?il of 
Corporate Fiction: Rethinking MR Holdings v. Bajaq8 ATENEO L.J. 209 (2003). · 
The author acknowledges the insightful comments of Mr. Danny L. Chan, Mr. Cyrus B. 
Gcco and Mr. Edzyl Josef Magante. Editing assistance was provided by Mr. Jose C. 
Salvosa. 
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