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Because the constitutionality of the Judiciary Reorganization Act of 
1980 has been challenged before the Supreme Court in the rase of De Ia 
Uana vs. Alba et al, GRL - 57883 - members of the Bar have concentrated 
their salvos on its eff..;ct on the security of the tenure of incumbent members 
of the bench. In the din of battle, the changes in the jurisdiction of the courts 
which the Judiciary Reorganization Act of J 980 seeks to introduce have 
been cast aside. It is the purpose of this article to discuss the effects of the 
implementation of the Judiciary Reorganization Act of 1980 upon the 
jurisdiction of the courts. · 'i· 

I. Intennediate Appellate Court 

A. Special Civil Actio11s 

Section 9 of the Judiciary Reorganization Actof 19"1)0 provides: 

"The Intermediate Appellate Court shall exercise: 

l) Original jurisdiction to issue writs of mandamus, prohibition, certiorari, 
habeas corpus, and quo warranto, and auxilliary writs or processes, whether 
or not in aid of its appell«te jurisdiction," 

Under Section 30 of the Judiciary Act of 1948, the Court of Appeals 
can issue such writs in a!d of its ap;::ellate jurisdiction only. 

\ 

Because of the change in the jurisdiction of the Intermediate Appellate 
Court, it can entertain special civil actions against public officials whdse deci­
sions are not appealable to it, such as, cabinet members and fiscals. It has 
jurisdiction over special civil actions against judges of the Metropolitan Trial 
Courts, Municipal Trial Courts, and Municipal Circuit Trial Courts. 

Even if a decision of the Regional Trial Court has become final and 
executor;, the Intermediate Appellate Ccurt can act on a special civil action 
against the Regional Trial Court if issuance of the writ prayed for is proper. 
Even if a criminal case pending before the Regional Trial Court is appealable 
to the Supreme Court because the imposable penalty is reclusion perpetua or 
death, interlccutory orders of the Regional Trial Cc.urt can be challenged by 
filing a special civil action befort the lntennediate Appellate Court. 
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