
THE RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF PRESS FREEDOM 

Justice Andres R. Narvasa* 

*speech delivered by Dean Andres R Narvasa during the Launching Ceremonies 
and Inductipn of Officers of the AUEP on February 17, 1985 at the Auditorium, 
Ateneo Professional Schools, Makati, MM 

There are two points on which I would like to have a sharing of views with 
you today. The first, which constitutes the reason for my being here before you, 
concerns fhe prospects and possibilities of an organization such as yours, that we 
are launching this day; how it can serve "as an effective forum for legal inter­
action." The second point, as important as the first, concerns the concomitant re­
~ponsibilities of the freedom of the press that the officers and members of the 
AUEP have been and will be called upon to exercise. 

Your letter of invitation to me says that your association'was organized in 
order to provide a "venue w~ere law editors and staffers may ventilate their views 
regarding recent developments in the law." The formation of your association is 
a most welcome, a most desirable event. I would indeed think it long overdue. 
Given the asserted independence and fiercely competitive spirit among the law 
editors and staffers of the different schools in our community, their coming 
together in this association is a truly remarkable achievement. Congratulations are 
certainly in order; and these I now offer, freely and unstintedly. 

There are, to be sure, very obvious benefits immediately perceptible from 
the fonnation of this association. For one, it ~1 allow a pooling of your talents 
and skills which I think must be considerable, considering the evidently high 
standards by which you have been chosen by your respective schools. For 
another, and equally as importantly, the association will allow the pooling of 
materials, pecuniary resources, mbst essential in these days of galloping inflation. 

I recall a much earlier case of collaboration between law schools. This took 
place when I was Dean of the UST College of Law, quite some time ago, in the 
late sixties, I entered into a consortium with the Dean of Law of the University of 
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