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animates the charter of the United Nations regarding the problem of non-
self-governing territories. · . 

It can be rightfully said, therefore, that to Vitoria belongs the distinction 
of having first enunciated and defended the right of self-determination of 
peoples, which right is now enshrined in the United Nations Charter. (Mar
tin Arostegui, Vitoria and the Right oj Self-Determination, 32 Phil. L.J. 
No. 4, at 451-457 (1957). P2.50 at U.P., Diliman, Q.C. This issue also 
contains: Perfecto V. Fernandez, Liberty as a Function of Power· Gre
gori? R. Castillo, The Status of Social Insurance in the Philippine/) 
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CASE DIGEST 

SUPREME COURT 

CIVIL LAW - NATURALIZATION - THE REQUIREMENT OF ENROLLMENT IN 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS OR THOSE RECOGNIZED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CHILDREN 
OF A PETITIONER FOR NATURALIZATION COULD NOT BE EXACTED FROM ONE WHOSE 
CHILDREN ARE NOT OF SCHOOL AGE. The Comt of First Instance of Cebu 
granted the petition for naturalization of Yukay Oh. The Government ap
pealed on the sole ground of the fulfillment of the educational requirement 
of petitioner's children one two years old and the other in the gTade school 
only. The Government maintained that because of this petitioner had failed 
to g·ive his children primary and secondary education so as to exempt peti
tioner from filing a declaration of intention, petitioner having re11ided 
here for more than 30 years. As such petitioner did not file the declaration 
of intention. J[eld, the requirement of enrollment in public schools or 
those recognized by the government of the children of a petitioner for 
naturalization could not be exacted from one whose children are not of 
school age. Again, while petitioner's eldest son was still in the fourth 
grade; it is enough that the petitioner has given all his children of school 
age :he opportunity of obtaining prima1·y and secondary education by their 
enrollment ar.d attendance in the schools mentioned by law. YUKAY OH v. 
REPUBLIC, G.R. No. L-10084, Dec. 19, 1957. 

CIVIL LAW - NATURALIZATION CIVIL WAR IS NOT A SUFFICIENT EXCUSE 
FOR FAILURE TO BRING MINOR CHILDREN BACK TO THE PHILIPPINES AND GIVE 
'JJHEM THE EDUCATION REQUIRED BY OUR REVISED NATURALIZATION ACT. - Pe
tition for naturalization of Vicente Lim alias Ng Sui Tan was denied by the 
lower court upon the ground of leek of qualification. It was found out that 
he was a Chinese citizen born in Amoy, China in 1915 and came to the Philip
pines in 1924. He had nine children. His eldest child Geraldina who was born 
in the Philippines in H/39 had been staying continuously in China since 1947 
and had never enrolled in any school in the Philippines. She went to China by 
reasor, of ill health and had not been heard of since the Communist overraJI 
the mainland of China. Opposition was based on his failure to senl Geraldina 
to any public or private schools in tho Philippines, as required by the Natu
ralization Law. H-eld, such a requirement is mandatory and the civil war in 
China is not sufficient to excuse the failure to bring minor children back 
to the Philippines and give them the euucation required by our Revised Natu· 
ralization Law. LIM v. REPUBLIC, G.R. No. L-9999, Dec. 24, 1957. 

CIVIL LAW - i-.IATURAL!ZATION - To QUALIFY AS A WITNESS TO 'fHE PROP• 
ER AND LAW ABIDING BEHAVIOUR OF THE APPLICANT, THE PERSON DOES NOT NEED 
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