
A SEAN Free Trade Agreement, and the controversial case of Rol itb 
Gov. Court of Appeals. The Journal is likewise pleased that, apart 
from the contributions. of its past editors-in-chief like former Presi
dent fa( Legal Counsel and Spokesman Adolfo S. Azcuna and law 
practitiorer and lecturer Cesar L. Villanueva, it introduces a new 
breed of.. writers, majority of whom have carrie from the erstwhile 

Journal ~ditorial boards. 

But while the Ateneo Law Journal is encouraged by the quality 
of its second issue's content and contributors, it realizes that quality 
issues should be less an outcome of luck and more a result of 
school and editorial policy. Hence, the editors and staff of the 
1992-93 Ateneo Law-Journal exhort the Ateneo School of Law 
administration a~d faculty, as well as future members of the Journal, 
to more seriously perform a less noticeable aspect of their role 
in Philippine legal education, which is, to contribute to the deve
lopment of legal scholarship 'primarily by encour-aging legal 
writing - either through lncentivp or compulsion. After all, legal 
education isn't all about just passing the Bar. 

ANNA LEAH T. CAsTANEDA 

Editor-in-Chief 

ii 

LEGAL PROBLEMS IN INTERNATIONAL ThADE 

SPAWNED BY THE ASEAN FREE TRADE 

AREA (AFTA)* 

ARTEMIO V. P ANGANIBAN** 

INTRODUCTION 

The dissolution of the Soviet Union and the dismantling of its 
awesome military apparatus have, from the point of view of many, 
eliminated the threat of a world-wide nuclear holocaust. With the 
exception of some regional conflicts, particularly in the Middle East, 
the prospect for long-term international peace is not seriously doubted. 
Russia and the United States have reduced their strategic nuclear 
weapons and have given credible assurance that the world need no 
longer worry about the "balance of terror" which preoccupied the 
consciousness of the last generation. Indeed, "Pax Americana" is here 
and now. 

In place of military dominance, the leaders of the world are, more 
than ever, riveting their attention to economic pre-eminence. While 
the traditional rich like the United ,States, Great Britain, Japan, 
Germany, France, and other developed nations continue to produce 
the dominant world products and technologies, newly industrializing 
countries - especially those from the Pacific Rim, like Hong Kong, 
Singapore, South Korea, and Taiwan - have become the role rri.odels 
for many developing countries in their fervent effort to increase Uoteir 
share in the world market. In the fierce competition for economic 

• This paper was submitted and read during the XIV World Law Conference sponsored 
by the World Jurist Association from 24-29 October 1993. The Editors -of the Ateneo Law 
Journal are publishing this lecture, with the permission of the author, because it provides 
a brief, simple introduction to the features of and possible issues that may be raised 
regarding a rather complicated topic of current concern, the ASEAN Fr~ Trade Agreement. 

•• Senior Partner, Panganiban Benitez Parlade Africa & Barinaga Law Offices and General 
Counsel/Director; Philippine Chamber of Commerce and lndustrf. 












