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order to restore the present election system from a popularity contest to a 
venue for re-examining significant national issues, ideals, and concrete plans 
towards stability and deyelopment. 

I 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Hlhen the leaders choose to make themselves bidders at an auction of popularity, 
their talents, i11 the construction cf the state, will be of no service. They will become 
flatterers instead cf legislators; the i11stntments, 11ot the guides, of the people. 

- EdmtmdBurke 

Democracy is the reason for the conduct of national elections. As embodied 
in the P,reamble of the Constitution, 110 the sovereign power of government 
is vested "in the people, whose genuine interests are represented in the proper 
forum through competent officers. When elections for these public officers 
prove to motivated by personal and individual agenda, we rob ourselves 
of the pov&er afforded by the fundamentai law to participate in the national 
system of governance. elections continue to revoive around faces and 
names, and not towards legitimate . principles and standards, we do not 
compromise anyone but ourselves. 

As reviewed from the factual backdrop and the Supreme Court's 
decision in th'e case of BA-RA No. 7941 and Rosales v. Commission an 
Elections, the current electoral setting does not provide a venue conducive to 
the .of certain basic rights enshrined in the Constitution. 
As such, courts must actively take due notice of the appropriate electoral 
reforms and balance them with the enforcement of constitutionally-
guaranteed rights, together with spearheading changes in electoral culture 
perspectives in order to. improve the quality of the Philippine electoral 
process, and in the larger context, to enliven the state as a democratic 
institution. 

r ro. The Preamble of the present Constitution states: 
We, the sovereign Filipino people, imploring the aid of Almighty 
God, in order to build a just and humane society_ and establish a 
Govemmem that shall embody our ideals and aspirations, promote the 
common good, conserve and develop our patrimony, and secure to 
ourselves and our posterity the blessings of independence and 
democracy under the rule of law and a regime of truth, justice, 
freedom, love, equality, and. peace, do ·ordain and promulgate this 
Constitution. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Philippines just recently witnessed yet highlight in its political 
arena - the 2007 elections. Elections in the Philippines are very similat: to 
the fiestas the country is known for - festivities abound in political sorties, 
streets are aligned with campaign p2raphernalia, and anticipation builds up as 
the election day itself approaches. 1 The whole process is a culture in itself, 
sometimes mayhem, but definitely, of national interest. · 

However, the real drawing power of elections is not in the frills, but in 
the authority it extends to the citizens to have a voice in the future of the 
country. By having the right to vote, an individual can give his consent to 
the person he deems will serve the country's interest. It is a right as well as a 
responsibility, for its consequences can have a tremendous impact on the 
direction that the nation will take. 
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Commission's "The representative quality of a gove;rnment is 
detennined by the voting base ... And therefore, as many as possible should 
be allowed to choose tqeir representatives ... "76 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Over the years, the alarm over the exodus of many Filipinos to work abroad 
has been heightened. Nurses, teachers, other professionals, a,nd non- , 
professionals leave with the intention of giving their families the comforts in 
life which they can only dream of in the Philippines given the limited 
oppo'rtunities available. Most of them aspire to give ba.ck to those they left 
behind;. including the country they have always known as horne. Even 1f the 
future looks brighter on the other parts of the globe, there are Filipinos who 
dream of1being able to bring hope to their motherland. In doing so, giving 
them the \ight to participate in nation building and good governance only 
seems to l:ie a fair trade. 

Commission on Elections may promulgate to protect the secrecy of the 
ballot."). 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The first physician recorded in history is Irnhotep, who was worshipped as a 
god in Ancient Egypt. 1 Doctors throughout history have held the lives of 
patients in their hands and they have traditionally been held by society in 
high esteem. The practice of medicine has, however, evolved through the 
centuries. From tribal doctors to family physicians who make house calls, 
doctors have gained more knowledge and have become more specialized. 
Medical science has attained great heightS. Hospitals have become business 
establishments and less like their historical counterparts. 

What remains constant is that physicians have the duty to heal. The 
Hippocratic Oath provides that physicians will prescribe regimens for the 
good of their patients according to their ability and judgment and will never 
do harm to anyone. 2 The last decade is, however, witness to the increase in 
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2. L.R. FARNELL, GREEK HERO CULTS AND IDEAS OF IMMORTALITY 269 {I92l). 
The Hippocratic Oath is an oath traditionally taken by physicians pertaining to 
the ethical practice of medicine. It has been translated from Greek and has 


