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The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People is an 
important milestone in the recognition of the rights of indigenous people 
the world over. Of course, the question revolves on the exercise of “self-
determination” in the context of the policies of nation-states where such 
indigenous people are domiciled. In fact, the objection that non-state groups 
may use the Declaration as a basis for legitimate secession from the mother 
country, may produce only a marginal effect upon the doctrinal force of the 
general right of self-determination as it stands in international law. 

The right to self-determination of indigenous people, which includes 
the right to secede form the mother country, must be given priority when 
juxtaposed against the case of fragmentation of the territories of nation-states. 
The governments of such nation-states must give precedence to the rights of 
democratic self-government. 

 


