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DEDICATED TO OUR LADY, SEAT OF WISDOM 

LUST FOR MONEY: -
THE CURSE OF THE LEGAL PHOFESSIONt 

Jose C. 

If King Louis XIV were only alive today, be would certainly decry the 
present pursuit of modern man for everything that is material and tangible, 
for those artistic curves, the appeal to the senses of which is immediate 
and primitive. Gone were the passion for art, the pageantry of a Roman 
holiday, the Parisian gallery and the operas of Vienna. TI1e little that 
remains of these things and the few who dedicate themselves to art be-
long to that breed of psychopaths and neurotics, as a present-day psychia-
trist would put' it·. And the latter in a way is justified for modem man 
thinks and acts in terms of matter. Materialism is the rule of the day. 

Twentieth century man moves onward onward into outer space. And 
while progress is made, the need for money inr.reases. Commerce, dollars, 
reserves, austerity, exchange - all these are the results of the mad rush 
for more money. The more money a nation bas, the stronger it is; the 
more money a man has, the more honorable his place in society is. Where 
that money comes from is not qt!estioned; the fact is he has much money. 

This general tendency has infiltrated all branches of human er.deavor, 
the legal profession not to be excepted. The spirit of commercialism has 
invaded the legal fraternity and to that extent has served to lower its 
standards. 

It is really unfortunate that throughout the ages and in all civilized 
countries there has existed a strong prejudice against the law and the 
lawyer. Cicero at the l1eyday of Rome's gr.::atness "0 the 
times! 0 the laws!" Shakespeare in King Henry VI makes orle of his 
chilracters say, "The first thing we do, let's kill all the lawyers." Napo-
leon was wont to stigmatize lawyers and had an ingenious plan to starve 
them by legislation. Yet, the emperor in exile was supposed to have said: 
"My glory is not to have won forty battles. Waterloo will destroy the 

t From the files of Deogracias T. Reyes, lJean of the Atcnco College of Law. 
* LL.B. 1958. The author acknowledges the invaluable help o:f Attys. Virgilio 

Anz. Cruz & Ern'lsto P. Pangalangan, professors at the Atcneo College of Law. 
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