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their judicial responsibility to write decisions faithful to the law, and to their 
own pronouncements in the past unless a reversal is warranted by the 
circumstances. For if in the future, for instance, another legislator who has 
voted for a law comes to the Court to invalidate an allegedly 
unconstitutional statute, their dictum in Estrada regarding estoppel may just 
put them in · a precarious situation of identifying whether such 
pronouncement is controlling or not. · 

·.Nothing, really, is more objectionable than erroneous obiter dicta. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The relation of law to the three separate bodies of government is- a settled 
principle. It has been held that, "the Constitution has blocked but with deft 
strokes and in bold lines, allotment of power to the executive, the legislative 
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