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There might be something mawkish in speaking of a social conscience when the 
accepted orthodoxy is that, left to itself, the market-place will find its own solutions. 
This is a highly mechanistic view of the world, which is part of a dehumanizing 
process that has exalted the role of technology, at the expense 1 moral and humane 
values, at the c!ose of this century. The ILO ought not to feel comfortable within 
such a framework . 

Bias F. Ople on the ILO's 75th Annivers_ary1 

L INTRODUCTION 

.,. 

When the International Labor Organization (ILO) was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1969, the President of the Nobel Committee emphasized that 
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