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LA\V AND COURTS OF JUSTICE IN OLD JACARTA 

1J1·. R. Sukanto * 

What is meant by old Jacarta? 

If in this writing I should speak about old Jacarta, I am referring 
to Jacarta when it was called respectively Sunda Calapa, Jayacarta 
and Batavia and surroundings- Batavia in the period of the East 
India Company, in the period of governor-general Daendels and in 
the period of English government (Raffles). 

When Jacarta was still called Sunda Calapa, it was one of the 
Harbours of the kingdom of Pajajaran on the sea of Java. In 1500 
this kingdom had as borders the river Tjitarum (east), Tjikandi (west), 
in the South the Mountains Dejeuhluhur and the place Pamotan 
(near Nasukambangan) and in the North the Java Sea. Another 
harbour on the Java Sea was Banten. Sunda Calapa and Banten 
were governed by representatives of the kingdom of Pajajaran. 

We know that in Pajajaran was the Hindu tradition; we also 
that the of the kingdom, namely Pakuan, was established be· 
cause persons of high position moved from East Java to the West. 
Finally we know also that the persons who moved to West Java 
probably brought with them lawbooks from East Java to the West. 
About the year 1000 Dharmawangsa (East Java) had a lawbook drawn 

The late Profess:Jr R. Sukanto was of the University of Indonesia Djakarta, 
Indonesia. He read this paper before the International Conference of His-
torian which was held at the Ateneo de Manila, College of Law, on Novem-
ber 25 to 30, 1960. The same paper was published in the September issue 
of the Newsletter of the Historical Association. 
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(2) The indigenous law, but now influenced by parts of Islam, on the 
whole also called adat-law, was used (also in the courts) in Jayacarta; 
(3) In the period of the East Indian Company, the company forced 
the use of the law and the courts of the Company also for Indone--
sians in Batavia and surroundings. The law was: the law of the Com-
pany or the Dutch law, or the old Dutch law and Roman law. 
However, for small private cases and matters in connection with the 

the law of the Company was not used. 

During the period of Daendels Western law and Western courts 
also used for all the inhabitants including Indonesians in Bata-

via ap.d surroundings. For small private cases and matters in con-
nectiofl with religion Western laws were not used. 

I 

In the period of Raffles Western courts were used for all the 
inhabitirnts including Indonesians in Batavia and surroundings. 
The law and the system of the courts were influenced by what was 
used in England. In the court of Justice in Batavia there was a jury. 
It would seem that small private cases and matters in connection 
with religion were judged by Western courts too. 

HISTORY OF THE DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN THE CONTEXT OF INTERNATIONAL 
ADMINISTRATION** 

Prof. Carlos P. Ramos * 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

You honor me indeed by having invited me to come and join you 
in this symposium to speak on the "History of the Declaration of 
Human Rights". The subject of human rights is somewhat very dear 
to me. This is so because of my personal involvement in the efforts 
of the United Nations to promote and advance the observance, recog-
nition and protection of human rights of peoples throughout the· 
world. It was from 1948 to 1952 when I had the privelege of work-
ing as an international civil servant at the Secretariat of the United 
Nations Headquarters in New York. This was the period which re-
presented a high peak of activities of the United Nations in 
cing the field of human rights. My job at the Human Rights Divi-
sion of the Secretariat during this period gave me the opportunity 
of a close, at times intimate, look at the workings of the adminis-
trative, parliamentary and to some extent the political processes of 
the United Nations in this field. 

You are probably well aware by now that the fundamental inter-
national document that relates to the observance of human rights iS 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that was adopted by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations held in Paris, on the lOth 
of December 1948. This Universal Declaration is perhaps the most 
significant document on human rights that implements concretely .. 
the United Nations Charter adopted at San Francisco in 1945. · This 
Charter establishes the promotion and advancement of human rights 
and fnndamental freedoms as one of the main pillars that supports 
the international Organization. This is evidenced by the prominence 
given to rights in the preamble, and by the specifications on 

• Director, Institute of Public Administration, University of the Phil-
ippines, and Secretary-General of the EROPA. 

**Delivered by Director Carlos P. Ramos before the UNESCO/PHILIP-
PINES sponsored symposium on Teachings on Human Rights at the P. 
Gomez Elementary School, October 20, 1960. 
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