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STATUS OF FORCES AGREEMENTS: 
PHILIPPINE PERSPECTIVES 

• 
ARTURO C. CORONA 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

The year 1945 ushered in the Age of Anxietyl with the beginning 
of the Cold War as soon as the hot war was over2 due to the disintegra

. tion of the war-time forged alliance of the United States, Great Britain 
and the Soviet Union over such issues as the post-war status ofPoland 
and Romania. 3 

While the next succeeding three decades saw an almost impercipti
ble shift in America:1 policy from containment in an outright ef{ort to 
dam the tide of Communist expansion in Europe and the Far East,4 to 
maintaining a stabilized, if at times delicate, balance of power5 in those 
areas considered of 'unquestioned vital interests,' the strategic concept 
of a defense· chain running close parallel to the iron and bamboo cur
tains6 has not been modified to any significant degre since the early 
fiftees when it was first enunciated and adopted primarily to check 
Chinese Communist advances in East Asia.7 The concept now in fact 
continues to serve as mainstay of the current policy as evidenced by the 
post-Vietnam pullback of American military power to the Pacific rim 
where predictably the United States intends to maintain its line. 

Central to the .'defense chain' concept even in these days of nuclear 
proliferationS is the establishment of a worldwide network ·and com-

*A.B. (Cum Laude), Ateneo de Manila: LL.B. (Cum Laude) University of the 
Philippines: LL.M. and S.J.D. University of Michigan. 

Editor's Note: On January 7, 1979, the Philippines and the United 
States of America signed the 6th Major Amendtllent to the RP-US 
Military Bases Agreement. The salient points of the Amendment are: 
a) recognition of Philippine sovereignty over the bases; b) reduction in 
the base area for use of the United Statl"s; c) installation of Filipino 
Base Commander for the bases; d) assumption by Philippine forces of 
responsibility for per;meter security; e) unhampered military opera
tions; and f) thorough review of the Military Bases Agreement every 
five (5) years, including its implementation, objectives, and duration. 

While the Amendment recognized Philippine sovereignty over the 
bases, It d1d not touch ou the matter of jurisdiction. In fact, the 
Exchange of Notes on the Amendment merely made r:r>ention of the"' 
fact that "where the issue of official duty is involved it (USA) under
takes to develop procedure to ensure that accused US personnel will be 
retained in the country (Philippines) for a reasonable time and that m
advertent depanurf' would be prevented to allow the two Governments 
time for discussion on the question of jurisdiction." Criminal jurisdic
tion, therefore, is still subject to the old RP-US Military Bases Agree
ment. 

Helice, the principal subject of this 'study which delineates the issue 
ofjurisqiction over crimes committed by US military personnel in the 
Phtlippfnes under the RP-US Military Bases Agreement remains un
affected by the 6th Major Amendments to that Agreement. 
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