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and five were elevated to the Municipal Circuit Trial Court. Settling 
disputes amicably either through the tongtong or through the Lupon will 
definitely unclog the courts of cases. We can just imagine ti:te consequence, 
for example, if all the 19 cases in Ampusongan for 2001 alone were referred 
to the courts. 

To facilitate the interface of indigenous conflict resolution into the 
mainstream system of justice, it is submitted that ·local govem!nent units 
.must recognize more individual members of the informal council,· who 
possess wisdom in settling conflicts or disputes within indigenous peoples 
corri:munities. They must also document customary laws that have been 
enforc<:d, applied and tested in resolving conflicts within indigenous peoples 
communities. 

I 

indigenous cultural should be able to resolve 
conflicts ',on natural resourc.es and environment according to their respective 
customary laws. Local government units and concerned indigenous 
communities must also be informed and consulted about permits and 
franchises over the use, extraction and/ or destruction of natural resources 
within indigenous peoples communities. 

It is also necessary, for the promotion of this integration, that Lupon staff 
be· encouraged to pen their settlement agreement in the local dialect if the 
English language proves to be a constraint in capturing the essence and 
substance of a settlement agreement; Lupon members and staff should also 
respect the option of litigants who prefer not to document the proceedings 
of their cases for some cultural or religious reasons. 

The arnicablt: way of settling disputes need not apply only in indigenous 
communities, but in non-indigenous lo.}Vland communities as well, if we are 
to help speed up the slow process of justice delivery in this country. Of 
course, the time-tested approach of indigenous communities like Bakun in 
settling their disputes must be documented as reference points in the search 
for good precedents and models. 
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This paper was derived from the report entided "Conservation as Life Ways: 
Resource Use Among the Tagbanwa in Malampa.ya· Sound." The said report was 
submitted to World Wildlife Fund (WWF)-Philippines as an input to the planning 
and implementation of "Malarnpa.ya Sound Research and Conservation Project." 
Under the funding grant of Shell Pilipinas Exploration B.V., the project began in 
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WWF-Philippines has a written agreement with the Tagbanwa, represented by 
their organization Ya Boses Ka Katutubo, in Malarnpaya Sound, to undertake the 
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CONCLUSION 

The persistence of the Tagbanwa's use of their customary laws testifies not 
only of their cultural resilience but also of the continued relevance of these 
laws. These laws are not just part of the past but also of the present. Serving 
as evidence of their highly developed capability for natural resource 
management, their customary laws must be supported and must never be 
supplanted by laws conceived at. much later times that are patterned after 
western models. To the mainstream society who lost most of their 
indigenous identity to colonial exposure, the customary laws of the Tagbanwa 
are et).riching. Through such laws, the Tagbanwa reveals how sustainable 
develop:nent was done in the past and should be do'ne at present. They also 
serve guide to inspire rhe nation to attain sustainable development for 
the 
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I. THE PROCESS OF INQUIRY 

This Synthesis presents the output of the Colloquium on Indigenous Peoples, 
held on November I4-I5, 2002 at the Ateneo de Manila University School 
of Law, Articulating various insights formulated during the proceedings, it 
seeks to point out the emergent problem areas that were raised throughout 
the course of the proceedings, and to the different propositions and 
recommendz.tions of the participants into one coherent solution set. 
Specifically, it intends to abstract the various issues raised and discussed 
during the colloquium. The Synthesis is principally based on the opening 
remarks of key speakers, the presentation of research papers by various 
research institutiom, the comments and debates held during the open fora, 
and to some extent,. the author's own thoughts and observations while 
facilitating the conference. It may, therefore, serve as a digest of the actual 
proceedings. That this essay incidentally summarizes the Colloquium, 
however, is not to lose sight of its basic purpose: to engage the reader in a 
.process of abstraction. To be comfortable with the analysis, therefore, it w.ill 
be noteworthy to first review the speeches and position papers taken during 
the proceedings. 

As this essay is titled, only the work product of the process w.ill be 
outlined. A step-by-step comprehensive discussion on the methodologiool . 
journey w.ill not serve the purpose of this Synthesis. Propositions, therefore, 
will only constitute either of two things: the emergent problem areas or the 
set of principled standards. 

This article is based on the author's synthesis of the first day of the Colloquium. 
Moderator and Master of Ceremonies during the first day of the Colloquium. 
The author thanks Jose C. Salvosa for assisting him in formulating this synthesis 

during the Colloquium. 
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