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WITNESSETH THAT: 

'WHEREAS, it is hereby the policy of the State· to protect the rights of 
peoples to their ancestral domains to ensure their economic, social 

af!d cultur;U well-being by recognizing the applicability of customary laws 
gdveming property rights or relations in determining the ownership and extent 
of dorrulins; 

WHEREAS, IPRA provides that indigenous peoples have the right to claim 
their ancestral domains; 

WHEREAS, claims over domains have been identified in various 
portions of some existing _______ (reservation site type), in 

(name); 

WHEREAS, there is a need to ensure the peaceful and orderly implementation 
of IPRA in regard to the _J>rocessing of IP claims over these ancestral lands 

domains within land reserved and/or owned by the SUC's; ' 

WHEREAS, it would be beneficial to all stakeholdel:1l to immediately· address 
these claims in order to pul:1lue educational, econoiT'ic, and social development 
in these areas; and 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing premises the parties 
have agreed that they shall abide by tll'e following GENERAL FRAMEWORK 
AND POLICY in dealing with claims over ancestral domains within land 
reserved and/ or owned by the (government 
agency/instrumentality); 

r. The NCIP, in coordination with (head department) and other 
appropriate agencies of govern.:nent, shall initiate and undertake the survey 
for purposes of this MOU in preparation for the eventual processing of the 
claims in accordance with the provisions of !PRA; 

2. The , through its Chairperson, hereby agrees to immediately 
facilitate the entry and access to the ___ (site) by the NCIP and such 
other agencies of government which will form part of a team tasked to 
conduct a survey of the areas claimed by the IP's; 

J. NCIP shall t"equest assistance from the PNP as the need arises fot' a peaceful 
and orderly conduct of its functions and to prevent any untoward incident 
during the survey; and NCIP and , sh.all joint technical 
working group to provide -apd secretariat'"'siippq,rt in the 
undertaking of the above-mentioned functions. 
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J. INTRODUCTION 

The Local Government Code of I99 I (LGC). provides that "the barangay 
serves as the primary planning and implementing unit of government policies, 
plans, programs, projects and activities, and forum wherein collective views 

This is an abridged vel:1lion of the case study commissioned by UNDP-NCIP 
Program to P ANLIPI. The sttidy was done in collaboration with the Sulodnon of 
Barangays Busog and Culiat, Municipality o.f Valderrama, Antique. The research 
team was headed by PANL!PI lawyers, Attys. Danny Valenzuela and Victor Decida, 
assisted by P ANL!PI Para-legal Alejo Zata and the staff of the Provincial Planning 
and Development Office. The Project was supervised by the P ANLIPI Executive 
Director, Atty. Ma. Vicenta P. de Guzman and Institution Development Director, 
Att:f. Christine A. Tomas-Espinosa. 

Worthy of special mention are Messrs. Stanley Fabito and Mark Enojo for their 
thorough and accurate reconstruction of the article. 
•• The author of this article is Christian Castillo, an intern ofTanggapang Panligal 
ng Katutubong Filipino or the Legal Assistance Center for Indigenous Filipinos 
(PANLIPI). 

Cite as 47 ATllNEO L.J. 731 (2002). 

















744 ATENEO LAW JOURNAL 

Granted that the formation of a tribal barangay would greatly improve 
the economic, social and cultural well-being of the IP communities, it is 
submitted that the geographical concept of a barangay should be 
reconsidered in favor ofa tribal barangay in order to bring together the IPs 
regardless of their locations within the municipality. 

V. CoNCLUSION 

The right to self-determination and govemance would be rendered nugatory 
if tqe basic unit of governance cannot conform to the institutions of the IPs 
that the State has sworn to respect. Consequently, developments should be 
undertaken to uphold said rights tc maintain the socio-cultural integrity of 
the IP · 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The efficient and speedy administration of justice·· through the tongtong or 
through a mix of the tongtong and the katarungang pambarangay ensures peace, 
harmony and stability in the Bakun community. This is the reason why the 
community. can proceed with other pursuits such as socio-economic an,d 

This was a case study presented during the first day of the Colloquium. Its 
present form was purely based on the presentation of the Mr. Beta-a and the outline 
he provided to the Colloquium Secretariat Committee, headed by Ms. Jill Marie 
Lopez. 
** Mr. Beta-a is a member of the Bakun Indigenous Tribes Organization ap.d was 
the presentor of this case study commissioned to the Bakun tribe by the ILO-
UNDP . 
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