
LEGISLATION 

[ R. A. 3019] 

ANTI-GRAFT AND CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT 

B!i? it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Phil-
in Congress assembled: 

SEcTION, 1. Statement of policy.-It is the policy of the Philippine Gov-
ernment, ip line with the principle that a public office is a public trust, 
to repress ,certain acts of public officers and private persons alike which 
constitute or corrupt practices or which may lead thereto. 

SEc. 2. Definition of terms.-As used. in this Act, the term-
( a) "Government" includes the national government, the local govern-

ments, the. government-owned and government-controlled corporations, and 
all other mstrumentalities or agencies of the Republic of the Philippines 
and their branches. 

(b) "Public 'officer" includes elective and appointive officials and em-
ployees, permanent OJ: temporary, whether in the classified or unclassified 
or exempt service receiving compensation, even nominal, from the govern-
ment as defined in the preceding subparagraph. 

(c) "Receiving any gift" includes the act of accepting directly or in-
directly a gift from a person other than a member of the public officer's 
immediate family, in behalf of himself or of any member of his family 
or relative within the fourth civil degiee, either by consanguinity or af-
finity, even on the occasio!! of a family celebration or national festivity like 
Christmas, if the value of the gift is under the citcumstances manifestly 
excessive. 

(d) "Person" includes natural and juridical persons, unless the context 
indicates otherwise. 

SEc. 3. Corrupt practices of public officers.-In addition to acts or 
omissions of public "Officers already penalized by existing law, the fol-
lowing shall constitute corrupt practices of any public officer and are 
hereby declared to be unlawful: 

(a) Persuading, inducing or influencing another public officer to per-
form an act constituting a violation of rules and regulations duly promul-
gated by competent authority or an offense in connection with the offidal 
duties of the latter, or allowing himself to be persuaded, induced, or in-
fluenced to commit such violation or offense. 

(b) Directly or indirectly requesting or receiving any gift, present, 
share percentage, or benefit, for himself or for any other person, iri con-
nection with any contract or transaction between the Gov·ernment and any 
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other party, wherein the public officer in his official capacity has to in-
tervene under the Jaw. 

(c) Directly or indirectly requesting or rece1vmg any gift, present or 
other pecuniary or material benefit, for himself or for another, from any 
person for whom the public officer, in any manner or capacity, has secured 
or obtained, or will secure cr obtain, any Government permit or license, 
in consideration for the help given or to be given, without predudice to 
Section thirteen of this Act. 

(d) Accepting or having any member of his family accept employment 
in a private enterprise which has pending official business with him 
during the pendency thereof or within one year after its termination. 

(e) Causing any undue injury to any party, inch;ding the Government, 
or giving any private party any unwarranted benefits, advantage or pre-
ference in the discharge of his official administrative or judicial functions 
through manifest partiality, evident bad faith or gross inexcusable negli-
gence. This provision shall apply to officers and employees of offices or 
government corporations charged with the grant of 11censes or permits or 
other concessions. 

(f) Neglecting or refusing, after due demand or request, without suf-
ficient justification, to act within a reasonable time on any matter pending 
before him for the purpose of obtaining, directly or indirectly, from any 
person interested in the matter some pecuniary or material benefit or ad-
vantage, or for the purpose of favoring his own interest or giving undue 
advantage in favor of or discriminating against any other interested party. 

(g) Entering, on behalf of the Government, into any contract or tran-
saction manifestly and grossly disadvantageous to the same, whether or 
not the public officer profited or will profit thereby. 

(h) Directly or indirectly having financial or pecuniary interest in any 
business, contract or transaction in connection with which he intervenes 
or takes part in his official capacity, or in which he is prohibited by the 
Constitution or by any law from having any interest. 

( i) Directly or indirectly becoming interested, for personal gain, or 
having a material interest in any or act requiring the approval 
of a baard, panel or group of which he is a member, and which exercises 
discretion in such approval, even if he votes against the same or does not 
participate in the of the board, committee, panel or group. 

Interest for personal gain shall be presumed against those public officers 
responsible for the approval of manifestly unlawful, inequi:able, or irregu-
lar transactions or acts by the board, panel or group to wh1ch they bel,ong. 

(j) Knowingly approving or granting any license, permit, or 
benefit in favor of any person not qualified for or not legally enhtled. to 
such license, permit, privilege or advantage, or of a mere representative 
or dummy of one who is not so qualified or entitled. 

(k} Divulging valuable information of a confidential character, 
bY his office or by him on account of his official position to 
persons, or releasing such information in advance of its authonzed release 
date. · 

The perso!l giving the gift, present, share, percentage or benefit_ referred 
to in subparagraphs (b) and (c); or offering or giving to _the 
the employment mentioned in subparagraph (d); or urgmg the dJVulgmg 
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SEc. 12. Termination of office.-No public officer shall be allowed to 
resign or retire pending an investigation, criminal or administrative or 
pending a prosecution against him, for any offense under this Act or 'un-
der the provisions of the Revised Penal Code on bribery. 

SEC. 13. Suspension and loss of benefits.-Any public officer against 
whom any criminal prosecution under a valid information under this Act 
or under the provisions of the Revised Penal Code on bribery is pending 
in court, shall be suspended from office. Should he be convicted by Bnal 
judgment, he shall lose all retirement or gratuity benefits under any law, 
but-. if he is acquitted, he shall be entitled to reinstatement and to the 

and benefits which he failed to receive during suspension, unless 
in the\meantime administrative proceedings have been filed against him. 

·, 
SEc. 14. Exception.-Unsolicited gifts or presents of small or insignificant 

value or given as a mere ordinary token of gratitude or friendship 
according\to local customs or usage, shall be excepted from the provisions 
of this Acf. 

Nothing '·in this Act shall be interpreted to prejudice or prohibit the prac-
tice of any profession, lawful trade or occupation by any private person 
or by any public officer who under the law may legitimately practice 
his profession, trade or occupation, durh1g his incumbency, except where 
the practice of such profession, trade or occupation involves conspiracy 
with any other person or public official to commit any of the violations 
penalized in this Act. 

SEC. 15. Separability clause...,...If any provision of this Act or the appli-
cation of such provision to any person or circumstances is declared invalid, 
the remainder of the Act or the application of such provision to other 
persons or circumstances shall not be affected by such declaration. 

SEc. 16. Effectivity.-'l'his Act shall ,take effect on its approval, but for 
the purpose of determining unexplained wealth, all property acquired by 
a public officer since he assumed offict shall be hken into consideration. 

Approved, August 17, 1960. 

REPUBLIC ACTS APPROVED DURING THE THIRD REr.ULAR 
AND SPECIAL SESSIONS OF THE FOURTH CONGRESS OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES, COVERING THE PERIODS 
FROM JANUARY 25 TO MAY 19, AND FROM JUNE 14 TO 

JULY 14 RESPECTIVELY. 
R.A. No. 2617. An Act amen<l·ing item (8) of section 2 f, sub-paragraph (6) of 

Republic Act Nineteen hundred re public works projects in the Bat:;a.n 
Province. 

R.A. No. 2618. An Act transferring t'he administration of the tenement house 
in Vitas, Tondo, to the public. 

R.A. 'No. 2619. An Act converting the Aborlan Agricultural High School in the 
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Municipality of Aborlan, Province of Pala.wan, into a. National Regional School. 
R.A. iNO. 2620. .>\n Act nationalizing the Medical and Dental Services of the 

Bureau of Public Schools. 
R.A. No. 2621. An Act appropriating funds for relief and aid to fire victims in 

Cavite and Butuan Cities. 
R.A. No. 2622. An Act incren.sing the sall7:ies of the Judges of the Municipal 

Ccurt. of Manila. 
R.A. No. 2623. An Act. naming the street connecting the capital groundis and 

tho intersection of Juan ami Sancia.ngco streets Jones Avenue, Gebu City. 
R.A. No. 2624. An Act con,·erting Buruanga Regional High School, in the M:uni· 

cipa.lity of Buruangu, Province of Al;la.n, into a National Vocational High School. 
R.A. No. 2625. An Act excluding Saturdays, Sunda0•s a.nd Holidays iu the compu-

tution of Yaca.tion and si<·k h•nw·. 
R.A. No. 2626. An .4.ct appropriating funds for the 11th World Convention of the 

Fderacion International de Abogndas. 
R.A. No. 2627. An Aet am,·nding Hepublic Ad Numbered Fourteen hundred se-

V<'llf.)' eight, re Board of TravPls and Tourists Industry. 
R.A .• No. 2628. An Act to amend Republic Act Numbered Eighteen hundred 

twenty-six, entitled "An Aet. cstablis·hing an apprent.iceship training system and· a 
National Apprenticeship Cnnueil, defining the powers and dutiE>s of said Council and 
providing funds therefor." 

R.A. ·,wo. 2629. The Iuw;;tmcnt Company Act. 
R.A. No. 2630. An Act. providing for the reacqui,ition of Philippine eitizens'hip. 
R.A. No. 2631. An Act exempting newspapers from the of additional 

chnrge of five centavos for postage. 
R.A. No. 7637. An Ad. amending Article Three Jnmdred thirty-fi,·e of the Revised 

l'enal Code, re Penalty on Rape. 
R.A. No. 2633. An Act. establishing brackish-water fish nursery station in the 

:1\:[unicipality of Leyte, PrO\·;uce of Leyte. 
R.A. ;No. 2634. An Act granting compensation to the widows of certain deceased 

.Senators. 
R.A. No. 2635. An Aco establishing a school of fisheries in t.he 

of Dipolog, Province of Za.mboang:\ del 1'l'orte. 
R.A. No. 2636. An Act establishing the Northern Samar General Hospital. (H. 

1\o. 1469) 
R.A. No. 2637. An Act repealing Aet. Numbered Seventeen hundred and ninety-

e;ght, regarding the sale of government land in the Municipality of Montalban, Prov-
iroceince of Rizal. 

R.A. No. 2638. An Act, extending the sout:hern line of the Maniln Railroad.,.Com-
pany to the Municipality of l\'Iatnog, Province of Sorsogon. , · 

R.A. No. 2639. An Act amending section one of Commonwealth Act Numbered 
Sixty-three relative to loss of citizenship. 

R.A. No. 2640. An Act. creating the Vetc1 ans Federation of the Philippines. 
R.A. No. 2641. An Act converting the National Power Corporation into a stock 

cc;rporation. 
R.A. 1N0. 2642. 
R.A. 1N0. 2643. 
R.A. No. 2644. 

2237) 
R.A. No. 2645. 

An Act amending the Charter of Tacloban City. 
An Act creating the City of San Carlos. 
Au Act regulating Midwifery '!'raining and Practice. (H. No. 

_\n 1\rt the number of Assistant Provincial Fisca.ls for 


