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2006] THE IRREVOCABLE DECISION 

I. INTRODUCTION 

From the enactment of the Family Code' on 6 July 1987, to the recent 
adoption of Republic Acts 93442 and 9262,3 there is clearly a growing 
consciousness within the halls of Congress, if not the entire nation of 
the need to strengthen Persons and Family Relations legislation. Whether it 
is the abolition of distinctions between kinds of illegitimate children, the 
incorporation of a system of absolute community of property in marriages, 
or the severe reprisals imposed upon those who practice violence against 
women and children, the desire to create a stronger and more vibrant 
Filipino f~mily is fully underway. Evidence of such heightened sensitivities 
could not be more palpable than in the Domestic Adoption Act of 1998.4 

However, in an unremarkable provision in an otherwise remarkable 
piece of legislation, Congress has midwifed into existence a very peculiar 
rule. Instead of focusing on strengthening the family, Section 4(a} of 
Domestic Adoption Act of 1998 instead attempts to weaken it altogether. 
The provision states: 

The Departnient shall provide the services of licensed social workers to the 
following: 

(a) Biological Parent(s) Counseling shall be provided to the parent(s) 
before and after the birth of his/her child. No binding commitment to 
an adoption plan shall be permitted before the birth of his/her child. A 
period of six (6) months shall be allowed .for the biological parent(s} to .reconsider 
any decision to relinquish his !her child for adoption bifore the decision becomes 
irrevocable. Counseling and rehabilitation services shall also be offered to 
the biological parent(s) after he/ she has relinquished his/her child for 
adoption.5 

As can be seen, from the time of giving of consent and for a period of six 
months thereafter, the natural parents are granted a grace period, as it w~re, 

I. The Family Code of the Philippines [FAMILY CoDE]. The Family Code took 
effect on Aug. J, 1988. .. 

2. An Act Establishing A Comprehensive Juvenile Justice and Welfare System, 
Creating the Juvenile Justice and Welfare Council Under the Department of 
Justice, Appropriating FmJs Therefor and for Other Purposes, Republic Act 
No. 9344 (2006) (hereinafter JUVENILE jUSTICE AND WELFARE ACT OF 2006), 

3- An Act Defining Violence Against Women and Their Children, Providing for 
Protective Measures for Victims, Prescribing Penalties Therefore, and for Other 
Purposes, Republic Act No. 9262 (2006) [heremafter ANTI-VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN AND THEIR CHILDREN ACT OF 2004]. 

4- An Act Establishing the Rules and Policies on the Domestic Adoption of 
Filipino Children and for Other Purposes, Republic Act No. 8552 (1998) 
[hereinafter DOMESTIC ADOPTION ACT OF 1998]. 

5· ld. at§ 4 (a) (emphasis supplied) .. 






























































