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venient recourse to technicality that impedes rather than promote~ the 
course and processes of litigation. This new re-intE;rpretation _does _not 
appear to be, nor would it be correct to say that 1t Is, a more h~erahzed 
one. Rather, it is healthy pragmatism seeking to subserve the requrrements 
of justice for efficient resolution of the merits of a case before the courts. 
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. The crimes of rebellion and sedition are "crimes against public 
order" and are punished under Title Three, Book Two of the Revised 
Penal Code. Subversion (R.A. 1700, P.D. 885) is a form of illegal associa
tion under Article 14 7, also under Title Three. They are crimes against the 
internal security of the State, as distinguished from crimes against national 
(external) security, like treason. Necessarily then, they can only be com
mitted within Philippine territory -

'"Rebellion is committed by rising p.riblic/y and taking arms against the 
government . .. " (Article 134) 

··sedition is committed by persons who rise publicly and tumultuous
ly .. . " (Article 139) 

Presidential Decree 1735 idated September .12, 1980, 78 OG 881, 
March 1, 1982) substantially alters the nature of these crimes. It imposes 
additional penalties for rebellion, sedition, subversion and conspiracy to 
commit rebellion or sedition whether committed within or outside the 
territorial jurisdiction of the Philippines. The law seems to reveal an igno
rance of the essence of crimes against public order: that the "public 
armed uprising "can only be committed within Philippine territory, unlike 
treason which may be committed "in the Philippines or elsewhere~ ' 

The elements of rebellion are as follows: 

I) public uprising; ·. 
2) taking arms against the constituted power or the Government ; and \ 
3) that the purpose of the uprising or movement be to remove from 

the allegiance of the said Government or its laws, the territory of 
the Philippines or any part thereof. In other words, to overthrow the 
Government (Com m entaries on the Revised Penal Code, Guevara). 

Rebellion is distinguished from treason in that the former involves a 
movement of a lesser magnitude, its object being determinate, whereas 
the objert in treason is widespread and broad. Secondly, rebellion merely 
involves a public uprising within a State, whereas, treason involves war 
with a definite e'1emy, usually a foreign power (Revised Pe,wl Code 
Anr.otated, Nolledo). On the other hand, sedition is distinguished from 
treason as follows: "Treason in its more general sense, is the violation 
by a subject of his allegiance to his sovereign or to the supreme authori-




