
1989 
A CASE STUDY IN DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY AND 

ECONOMIC SANCTIONS AND REP~SALS* 

ANDRES D. BAUTISTA, 
HERMJ;NIO S. OZAET A, 
AND 
RAMONCITA V. REYES** 

INTRODUCTION 

As the relations of men and States become increasingly intertwined, the 
matter of diplomatic intercourse and the question of the rights and privi
leges of ·members of the diplomatic community, vis-a-vis State duties and 
responsibilities, have recurrently raised flashpoints in the already conflict
strewn arena of State relations. Indeed, despite the codification, in the 
form of The 1961 and 1963 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic alld Consular 
Relations, of the rules intended to govern the immunities of the diplomatic 
corps, cases in recent years have raised novel, if not complex, questions. 

Another area, also treated in this comment, that presents an archetype, 
postmodem, conflict in international law is the area of economic confronta
tion between States. 

These issues have been afforded an interesting interpretation !n the fol
lowing hypothetical, "real-life" case. The problem was presented as follows. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

In the evening of 13 February 1988, Ambassador Guido Kitaro (herein
after referred to as the Ambassador), chief of mission of the United Republic 
of Aristan (hereinafter referred to as-the sending State), met Marc Wilkey, a 
national of Majan (hereinafter referred to as the feceiving State). Apparently, 
the two were engaged in a drug deal which, unbeknownst to the authorities 
of the sending State. were smuggled into the receiving State by diplomatic 
pouch. · 

The national of Majan tried to double-cross the Ambassador and ran 
with the suit case of drugs. The Am.b~ador pursued the national and in a 
panic, ran over the national and two bystanders. The national was critically 

• *The article was a papef submitted by the Ateneo team at the recently concluded 
Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition at Chicago, Dlinois. [Editor's 
Note: The original pleading was converted into the present article by the editorial staff 
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