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On January 27, ·1982, a local national newspaper carried a report that a 
complaint for impeachment against four Justices of the Supreme Court had 
been summarily dismissed. The complaint, which was filed with the Batasang 
Pam ban sa on February 19, 1981, sought to charge Chief Justice Enrique Fer
nando, and Associate Justices Antonio Barredo, Ramon Aquino, and Herrno
genes Concepcion, Jr. with culpable violation of the Constitution total disre
gard of the provisions of the law, and acts amounting to graft and,corruption. 

l11e complainant, Andres L. Chua, general manager of Security Indus
trial Co., Inc. had suspended and later dismissed Faustino Meracap a laborer 
for repeated absences and failure to report for work after his susp;nsion. Th~ 
High Court, through ·a decision penned by Chief Justice Fernando, and con
curred in by the three associate justices, had ruled that Chua's company had 
violated Meracap's right to security of tenure. Chua question~d this ruling, 
alleging that the equal protection clause of the 1973 Constitution and the 
provision of the Labor Code had been ignored in the decision. 

The Batasan Committee on Justice, Human Rights, and Good Govern
ment found that the facts alleged in each charge did not constitute a legal 
ground for impeachment under the Constitution, and summarily dismissed 
the complaint. 1 

In a ~lated development, a second complaint.forimpeachmentagainst 
Supreme Court Associate .Justice Antonio Barredo was dismissed for insuffi
ciency of evidence. Tfle second complaint was fJJeq by Carnilo Sabio, counsel 
for sugar plantation workers in the Victorias Milling district in Negros Occi
dental. 

Sabio charged Barredo with repeated culpable violation of ihe Cosntitu
tion, graft and corruption, and .other high crinles, for reversing the Court of 
Appeals decision on the 19 year old class suit awarding f'212 million to the 
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workers. Sabio had alleged that Barredo in setting aside the findings of filets 
of the Appellate Tribunal, had reduced to J> 30 million, the just share of the 
plantation workers from the yearly sugar production of the Victorias milling 
district. Barredo had also absolved of all liabilities the defendant, Victorias 
Milling Co., and its Americah owners.2 · 

The emergence of these two complaints has revived the interest in the 
applicability of the doctrine of impeachment in the Philippine legal system. 
In both the 1935 and the 1973 !Philippine Constitutions; provisions orlim~ 
peachment were included to provide a process by which high officials could 
be properly removed from office and held liable for culpable violations of 
the Constitution. In spite of these provisions, however, no single complaint 
for impeachment has resulted in the a\!tual removal of an official. In an 
effort to present an overview of the process of impeacqment, this paper shall 
touch on the various aspects of impeachment; its original inception and 
application, its history and development in the Philippines, and the present 
scope of the Batasang Pambansa's power lo initiate ·impeachment proceed
ings, and the procedure under Resolution 167 promulgated by the Batasang 
Parnbansa on December 7, 1981. 

1. Impeachment: Definition, Origin, History and Development' 

Definition 

Impeacli~en:t in its general sense is defined as a "calling to account for 
some high crime or·offensebefore a compete'lt tribunal".3

' · \ · 

Origin 

Impeachment had its origin in England but h.:~s been in disuse there for 
the last century and a half since the last impeachment proceedings held ,in 

1806.4 

In England 

Originally in England every person, whether a public official or a pri-

2 BulletinToday, February 27, 1982, p. l. 

3 Webster's Third New International Dictionary, 1967 edition, G & C Merriam 
Company. 

4 Sinco, Philippine Political Law: Principles and Concepts, 11th edition, 1962 edi-
~~m. . 










