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I. INrRODUCTION 

1 

Four years have elapsed since the United Nations Conference on En­
vironment and Development (UNCED) at Rio de Janeiro on June of 1992. 
It has now become evident that the Earth Summit gave a significant, gen­
eral impulse for the future evolution of international law on the protec­
tion of the environment.1 Twenty years after the fundamental Stockholm 
Conference on the Human Environment2 it has once again enlivened glo­
bal environmental consciousness, "setting in motion or accelerating the 
search for so!utions to global environmental problems and refocusing 
attention on the necessity for a more equitable distribution of resources 
among nations."3 Rio has also tried to narrow the gap between the con­
cepts of environment and development New institutional arrangements 
for the follow-up, such as the Commission on Sustainable Development 
(CSD),4 but in particular the integration of non-state actors (NGOs and 
individuals) into the future process, should ensure that the Rio basis will 
not be lost Whether the UNCED goals can be achieved or not and whether 
the Rio momentum will remain viable and credible depends finally on the 
crucial problem of implementing the UNCED commitments into corre­
sponding, satisfying and concrete domestic policy and regulatory mea­
sures. Preliminary experiences in the aftermath of the Conference show 
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• In Chapter 38.11 of Agenda 21 the UN General Assembly was mandated to establish the CSD. The 
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