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eign .affairs by serving under various capacities such as, Counsellor on Legal 
Affairs and Treaties, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives, Delegate to the Southeast Asia Conference 
gate to the United Nations General Assembly and other He 

.. ran for and got elected Congressman of the First District of Pampanga in 
'1949 and re-elected in 1953 when the rival Nacionalista party led by 
the late President Ramon Magsaysay swept the elections in that year. But 
even. during these times, he never did really stop studying. In 1947, he 
obtamed the Degree of Doctor of Laws and in 1957 he was conferred his 
Doctor of Economics degree. 

If itll:Ything is to be said about his personal traits, the one that would 
stand out most is his integrity and honesty. Of this, no man has had 
th.e occasion to question. He has been dubbed as "about the only Liberal 
With an absolutely clean record"2 and "whose honesty and integrity remain 

"A ruthlessly honest official,"• be was once called by a lead-
mg and impartial publication. These are but few of the comments he 
received about his moral character. The late President Magsaysay was 
quoted to have said that he had no dossier on Macapagal because he is 
truly an honest official and citizen. 

. Now, as Vice-President of the Philippines, he has remained faithful to 
h1s credo of honest public service and of elevating the condition of the 
masses. In a mess;J,ge to,_ the Filipino people after his election he said 
''I look upon my election as a>popular clamor for oui: to 
greater attention to the plight of the rr..asses of our people in order that 

may rise from their poverty to a better life. The political strife be-
mg over, let us all work together to achieve, with God's blessing and thru 
the means prov!ded by our free and democratic system, a life of abundance, 
security and happiness for our people." 

·t. Amelita R. Mutuc 
2 Magsaysay.for·President.Movement leaders Manuel Manahan and Jaime 

Fe':_T!lr g-ave Macapagal this tribute in April 1957 when they were asking him 
to JOin the Progressive Party of the Philippines. 

3 The Manila Times, Roses and Thm7Ui May 12, 1957. 
4 Philippines Free Press, June 15, 1957 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT UNDER 
THE CONSTITUTIONt 

Diosdado Macapaga/* 

I wish to thank President Arturo A. Alafriz and the Board of Directors 
of the Philippine Lawyers' Association for the rare privilege given me to 
deliver this year the annual Constitution Day address. I shall dwell on 
the position of the Vice-President under the Constitution. I shall do so 
not as an incumbent of this post but primarily as a student of the Consti-
tution and of the affairs of the Republic that it regulates. 

There are at least three important constitutional questions that have 
arisen relative to the Vice-President, to wit: (I) The necessity for the 
position, (2) th.e circumstances under which the functions of the President 
shall devolve upon him, and (3) the functions that shall be discharged by 
the Vice-President. 

The President of the Constitutional Convention, Delegate Claro M. Recto 
of Batangas, had disclosed that the provision that was finally written into 
the charter concerning the was predicated mainly on the 
personal considerations arising from the rivalry between Manuel L. Que-
zon and Sergio Osmefia. In the national interest, it is therefore impera-
tive to re-examine the position of Vice-President outside the shadows of 
that rivalry. Delegate Recto wrote that because of this rivalry, "there 
was fierce opposition to the creatio!l of a Vice-President, to which, it was 
expected, Senator Osme:fia would be nominated."' 

The abolition of the post of Vice-President was vigorously upheld by Dele-
gates Bonifacio Ysip of Nueva Ecija, Ruperto Kapunan of Leyte and Euse-
bio Lopez of Batangas, while Delegates Maximino Bueno of Ilocos Norte, 
Manuel Lim of Manila, Exequid Grageda of Camarines Sur, Enrique Sal}-
tos of Nueva Ecija, Luis Morales of Tarlac and Atilano Cinco of Leyte 
argued for the retention of the office. It was asserted by Delegate Lopez 
that the vice-presidency would be "the most useless position that we are 
c,eating in the draft."• This assertion was immediately repelled by Dele-

t Address before the Delegates to Convention and the 
ippine Lawyers' Association at the Constitution Day, 
ruary 8, 1958. * Vke-President, Republic of the Philippines. 

1 RECTO, Ozw 14 LAWYERS JOURNAL 290 (1949). 
2 7 PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL IBONVENT!ON 4348. 
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1 . That the Constitution should be amended in order that, as in the 
United States, Bolivia, Cuba, Liberia and other countries, the Vice-Pres-
ident be made the presiding officer of the Senate. 

2. That the Constitution should be amended in order that in case of 
inability of the President to discharge the powers and duties of his offfce, 
the President or the cabinet may direct the Vice-President to take over 
the presidency until the President can resume his duties. 

3. That pending the adoption of these constitutional amendments, a 
law, should be passed which will enable the Vice-President who does not 
beedme a member of the cabinet, to have access to all official records, 
make \f!vailable to him adequate technical facilities and keep him posted 
on the O.?ings of the administration in order that he may readily cope with 
the responsibilities of the presidency in those eventualities envisaged in 
the Constitution. 

I thank;, you all for your presence and for your patience in listening to 
my discourse. I greet the living members of the Constitutional Conven-
tion and congratulate them not only for a labor well done but for living 
long enough to see that the charter that they framed, altho now needing 
urgent revisions as a live organism that must respond to metamorphosing 
conditions, has passed the test of time in two decades as a truly stable 
foundation for' a great republic that, despite the lingering throes of birth 
and infancy, rises sl()wly before our eyes as a gorgeous edifice. 

To the members who have·passed to the great beyond, I pay fitting 
they had the good fortune of having taken a distinguished 

par.t m laymg the cornerstone of our nation and that the mortal part of 
the1r eternal life which they spent on earth became worthwhile by the role 
they played in the epic of nation building. 

To the rest of us in thb and in future generations, who were not bestowed 
the privilege of !?.king part in the writfug of the fundamental law, it re-
mains for us to reward the fathers of our republic who gathered in Consti-
tutional Conve.ntion in 1934 by consecrating ourselves to the remaining 

of and preser.ving the Constitution as the eternal rock upon 
whiCh the Repubhc shall grow in an expanding status of great-
ness as an mstrument for the enduring welfare and joy of our people in 
the countless centuries still to come. 

. < 

RELIGION AND NATIONALIZATIONt 

Ambrosio Padilla* 

It is traditional for a commencement speaker to express of 
counsel and guidance to the young graduates who way e.xpoct 
or encouraging advice in pursuing higher education or in .facmg the. reaht.Ies 
of life. I feel, however, that your thorough training m the sohd 
ciples of Catholic education within this respected institution of learnmg 
would make any attempt on my part to follow the tradition 
and unnecessary on this occasion. For you are very fortunate !ndeed m 
not only having imbibed knowledge and culture from your courses 
but more so, the moral training and spiritual guidance essen!Jal to the 
discharge of yo,.ur duties to our nation as good to our com-
munity as deserving mothers who shall rear the1r m. the love. or 
at least in the holy fear of God. You are fortunate m havmg been un-
pressed within the walls of this institution with the atmosphere of correct 
conduct and right living not only in your subordination t.o the will 
Almighty but also in your social relations with the constituted authontres, 
and with your fellow citizens. . . 

With your indulgence, I wish to discuss two legisla!ive measures 
nationalization which in the guise of dynamic Filipinism, may undermme the 
principles of a_nd and may upon 
the constitutional right of liberty, w1th particular reference to the. nght to 
education, and the prerogative of our people to choose the candidates to 
public office considering their religious principles and moral standards. 
For however desirable may be the purpose to foster the nationalistic spirit 
which pem1eates our Constitution, such laudable object.ive n:ust not .be 
promoted by dangerous, if not prohibited, means, especially m the 
of legislative measures. . . . . . 

Senate Bill No. 38 entitled "An Act To Nationalize Certam Posrt10ns rn 
Schools, Colleges and Universities,'' provides in 1 
"Hereafter, no person who is not a natural-born Citizen of the 
shall be head of any school, college or university, or teacher, mstructor 

t Address delivered as Commencement Speaker of 
Je.ge, on March 22, 1958. . . . * Minority Floorleade;·, Senate of the Ph1hppmes. 
Hl30; LL.B., U.P., 1934; D.C.L., U.S.T., 1938. 

the St. Scholastica's Col-

A.B., Ateneo de Manila, 

263 


