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Granted that the formation of a tribal barangay would greatly improve 
the economic, social and cultural well-being of the IP communities, it is 
submitted that the geographical concept of a barangay should be 
reconsidered in favor ofa tribal barangay in order to bring together the IPs 
regardless of their locations within the municipality. 

V. CoNCLUSION 

The right to self-determination and govemance would be rendered nugatory 
if tqe basic unit of governance cannot conform to the institutions of the IPs 
that the State has sworn to respect. Consequently, developments should be 
undertaken to uphold said rights tc maintain the socio-cultural integrity of 
the IP · 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The efficient and speedy administration of justice·· through the tongtong or 
through a mix of the tongtong and the katarungang pambarangay ensures peace, 
harmony and stability in the Bakun community. This is the reason why the 
community. can proceed with other pursuits such as socio-economic an,d 

This was a case study presented during the first day of the Colloquium. Its 
present form was purely based on the presentation of the Mr. Beta-a and the outline 
he provided to the Colloquium Secretariat Committee, headed by Ms. Jill Marie 
Lopez. 
** Mr. Beta-a is a member of the Bakun Indigenous Tribes Organization ap.d was 
the presentor of this case study commissioned to the Bakun tribe by the ILO-
UNDP . 
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and five were elevated to the Municipal Circuit Trial Court. Settling 
disputes amicably either through the tongtong or through the Lupon will 
definitely unclog the courts of cases. We can just imagine ti:te consequence, 
for example, if all the 19 cases in Ampusongan for 2001 alone were referred 
to the courts. 

To facilitate the interface of indigenous conflict resolution into the 
mainstream system of justice, it is submitted that ·local govem!nent units 
.must recognize more individual members of the informal council,· who 
possess wisdom in settling conflicts or disputes within indigenous peoples 
corri:munities. They must also document customary laws that have been 
enforc<:d, applied and tested in resolving conflicts within indigenous peoples 
communities. 

I 

indigenous cultural should be able to resolve 
conflicts ',on natural resourc.es and environment according to their respective 
customary laws. Local government units and concerned indigenous 
communities must also be informed and consulted about permits and 
franchises over the use, extraction and/ or destruction of natural resources 
within indigenous peoples communities. 

It is also necessary, for the promotion of this integration, that Lupon staff 
be· encouraged to pen their settlement agreement in the local dialect if the 
English language proves to be a constraint in capturing the essence and 
substance of a settlement agreement; Lupon members and staff should also 
respect the option of litigants who prefer not to document the proceedings 
of their cases for some cultural or religious reasons. 

The arnicablt: way of settling disputes need not apply only in indigenous 
communities, but in non-indigenous lo.}Vland communities as well, if we are 
to help speed up the slow process of justice delivery in this country. Of 
course, the time-tested approach of indigenous communities like Bakun in 
settling their disputes must be documented as reference points in the search 
for good precedents and models. 
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This paper was derived from the report entided "Conservation as Life Ways: 
Resource Use Among the Tagbanwa in Malampa.ya· Sound." The said report was 
submitted to World Wildlife Fund (WWF)-Philippines as an input to the planning 
and implementation of "Malarnpa.ya Sound Research and Conservation Project." 
Under the funding grant of Shell Pilipinas Exploration B.V., the project began in 
2001 and will end in 2003. 

WWF-Philippines has a written agreement with the Tagbanwa, represented by 
their organization Ya Boses Ka Katutubo, in Malarnpaya Sound, to undertake the 
research for the report. The written agreement is required under Republic Act No 
8 371 and its Implementing Rules and Regulations. The members of the 
organization provide the information contained in the rep·ort. 
** A.B. '77, M.A. '83, Ph.D. '85 University of the Philippines. The author is a 
socio-economic and institutional development consultant of various projects of 
WWF-Philippines. He has been working on biodiversity conservation in the 
Philippines and other Asian countries in the past r 6 years providing technical assistance 
to government agencies, international organizations, corporations and NGO. Among 
the international organizations are the ADB, USAID, World Bank and offices of the 
UN. He co-authored a book on biodiversity conservation and published a number of 
articles on environmental management. 
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