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'' 
f. works that are protected by virtue of and in accordance with any 

international convention or other international agreement to which the 
Philippines is a party such as the Berne Convention and the provisions of 
the TRIPS Agreement.34 

34.Damages 

No damages may be recovered for copyright infringement after four years from the 
time the cause of action arose.35 

CONCLUSION 

The for~going is an overview of the more important areas of the Code as it relates 
to copyright.\ Our legislators saw a need to modernize our intellectual property laws. 
This has been achieved as the Code provisions on copyright now take into account 
technological developments such as multimedia works, digitization rights, the internet 
and other wire and non-wire modes of transmitting or communicating works to the 
public. 

The remedies available to the copyright owner and the penalties that may be 
imposed on the infringer have also been significantly improved. It is hoped that the 
provisions of the Code, which take effect on 1 January 1998, will improve the ability of 
both domestic and international copyright owners to bring effective enforcement action 
to protect their creations in the Philippines. 

"ld. § 221. 

35 ld. § 225. 
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The proscription against warrantless arrests and searches in Article III, Section 2 
of the 1987 Constitution,1 embodies the value afforded by the State to the privacy of 
home and person.2 With its origins in the opposition against prior state censorship (in 
the form of a press licensing system) during the days of the Star Chamber/ the kernel of 
this liberty has bee~ expressed as: 

The poorest man may in his cottage bid defiance to all the force of the Crown. 
It may be frail; its roof may shake; the wind may blow through it; the storms may 
enter; the rain may enter - but the King of England cannot enter. All his forces 
dare not cross the threshold of the ruined tenement.• 

• The article won the Chief Justice Andres B. Narvasa Award in the 1996 Supreme Court Association 
of Lawyer Employees (SCALE) Legal Writing Contest. 

Juris Doctor 1994, Ateneo de Manila University School of Law; Editor-in-Chief (1993-94), tiJeneo 
l.aw journal. The writer currently clerks with the office of Associate justice Hilario G. Davide, Jr., 
Supreme Court of the Philippines. 

While the provision prohibits "unr•asonable" searches and seizures, there is no debate that 
the word "unreasonable" refers to arrests and/or searches and seizures without warrant. 
l)OAQUIN BERNAS, S.j., THE C:>NSTITUTION OF TtlE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES: A COMMENl'ARY 85-86 
(1987), (hereinafter 1 BERNAS); and OscAR HERRERA, A HANDBOOK ON ARREST, SEARCH AND SEIZURE 
AND CUSTODIAL INVESTIGATION 4-5 (1994). 
Further, the provision itself has two components: the first part, consistingofa declaration of the right, is 
known asthe "warrantless clause;" while the second half, enumerating the requisites for issuance of a 
warra:1t, Is properly termed the "warrant clause." /d. at 5, citing LAFAVE, infra. 

ENRIQUE FERNANDO, THE CoNSTITUTION C" THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINE 653 (2c1 1977). The protection 
afforded 1s by way of the exclusionary rule laid down in §3(2), art. III of the Constitution. 

See )ACOB W. LANDYNSKI,SEARCH AND5E12lJRE ANDTHESu!'!!EME Coul{f: ASruoy IN CONSTITUT<ONALINTERPRETAT<ON 
13-48 (1966), for a discussion on the historical development of the Fourth Amendment to the 
United States Constitution. 

REX D. DAVIS, FEDERAL SEARCHES AND 5EIZURES4 (1964}. 
























