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cation of materials and handily arranged under self-explanatory topic head-
ings, it is one of the few extant testaments to contemporary Filipino legal
scholarship.

PHILIPPINE ANNOTATED Laws. First Five Volumes by the Lawyer’s Co-
Operative Publishing Co. Manila: The Lawyer’s Co-Operative Publish-
ing Co., 1956. Vol. I—Pp. xxi, 528; Vol. II—Pp. xxi, 521; Vol. IIT—
Pp. xxi, 499; Vol. IV—Pp. xxi. 567; and Vol. V—Pp. xxi, 443. P48.00
per volume.

For a long time we stood in need of a modern up-to-date compilation
of the statute law in the Philippines. This work is the answer. At long
last it has been executed with superb skill and precision by a select staff
of a publishing company which has distinguished itself in the field of legal
service both in this country and in the United States. It is interesting to
note that the same publisher successfully undertook the publication of the
Philippine Reports and the Philippine Digests.

This work is the first attempt to put together in one place the mass of
general statutes scattered in annual statute volumes and old issues of the
Official Gazette. Our general statutes are not only scattered in multiple
and ponderous volumes, thus making legal research inherently tedious and
difficult, but their copies have been reduced to rarity by age, wear and
tear, and specially, by the last war. “Paper yellows and crumples with
age, bindings disintegrate, even the printed word fades. And were time
~ alone not enough, in the Philippines the ravages of war implemented the
process with relentless destruction. Not alone did precious landmarks be-
come rubble; irreplaceable records went with them, burned, hopelessly muti-
lated, and buried in the ashes. As a result, many of the pre-war statute
books, reports of decisions, and older issues of the Gazette are now gen-
erally unavailable, and some of them are so rare as to be virtually inacces-
sible.” This work therefore, which the reviewer believes is the greatest
step towards post-war rehabilitation of our war-and-age-depleted statute
books, is most welcome.

The subject of this review are the first five of an expected set of twenty
volumes. The rest are still in the process of editing and printing. The
publisher expects to put out, ready for use and delivery, the succeeding vol-
umes at the rate of one volume per month hereafter.

This work undertakes three major things. First, it compiles the statute
laws of the Philippines consisting of the Public Acts, the Commonwealth
Acts and the Republic Acts of a general and permanent nature. Second,
it annotates such general statutes with all the pertinent decisions of the
Supreme Court of the Philippines down to June 1, 1955. Third, it pre-
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sents a general index embracing the entire body of the Philippine Statute
Law including all the Codes, the Constitution and Organic Acts.

The Philippine Annotated Laws (PAL) gives under obvious or popular
titles, alphabetically arranged and annotated, all acts of the Philippine Legis-
Jatures, including the Philippine Commission, the “Public Acts,” the “Com-
monwealth Acts” and the “Republic Acts,” as amended and in force as of
January 1, 1956. The New Civil Code, the Revised Penal Code and the
Code of Commerce have been purposely excluded. For these omissions
the publisher gives the following reasons: “Since there is in prospect fur-
ther revision of some of these Codes, and since there are existing publica-
tions of these codes in the hands of the Bench and the Bar, the publisher
feels that it is unwise to add the cost of these Codes to this set, at least
until the situation is clarified or demand for them becomes manifest.” . In
addition to all the statutes of a general and permanent nature this work in-
cludes:

(1) The Revised Administrative Code, with history notes, cross refer-
ences and editorial comment, and annotated with decisions of the
Philippine Supreme Court. '

(2) The Constitution of the Philippines, annotated with decisions of
the Philippine Supreme Court and the United States Supreme Court.

(3) Certaiél Organic acts and treaties forming part of the juridical back-
ground.

(4) Executive Orders of general application and currently in force.

(5) Tables showing the distribution in the Annotated Laws of the gen-
eral and permanent Acts now in force, and indicating the disposi-
tion of those Acts that are not included in this compilation.

(6) A complete and thorough General Index to the General Statutes,
the Constitution and to all the Codes now in force.

The acts have been arranged alphabetically under eighty three legal titles
co.ntaining approximately 10,000 sections. “Thus such statutes as are now
fihve and cogent have been taken out of Mere seriatim arrangement accord-
lfig to date of enactment and rearranged under commonly accepted legal
titles, familiar to the Philippine Courts and Bar.”

Outstanding features of this work are the following:

Source Notes — “Following each section of the statute under the cap-

t' Ly . . . . . .
ion “History: Source’ is given the legislative history showing the number

of the Act from which the section is taken, its effective date. as well as
any and all amendments thereto, identificd by Act number and section.”

Cross References —— “Throughout the Philippine Anrotated Laws the
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Executive Orders, Proclamations and Regulations — “If a statute has
been implemented by executive order, proclamation, or regulation of gen-
eral application and interest, information concerning which has - come to
the publisher through extended search of the Gazette files or otherwise,
the administrative edict is referred to in connection with the statute to which
it applies. This, likewise, is to guard against oversight; for in "this age
of administrative law such orders and collateral interpretations often have
the force of the law itself.” '

Annotations —
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be eagerly expected. I. Distinguish:

= (a) Dowry from paraphernal property;
(b) Thing from property;
(¢) Alluvion from avulsion; and

(d) Testamentary capacity from testamentary power.

II. (a) What is your concept. about prestation? -

(b) A orally agreed to pay the balance of his account under date of |
January 3, 1954, one year thereafter, although in a previous written
agreement there was a stipulation that said balance was payable
two years from January 3, 1954. Can A4 be compelled to comply
with his verbal agreement? Give your reasons.

III. (a) What divorce, if any, absolute or relative, is recognized in the Phil-
ippines at present?
(b) What is the latest provision of law illegalizing marriages among
relatives?

IV. 4 was lawfully married with B in December of 1950. As he was a

government employee, he submitted an information sheet to the Govern-
ment Service Insurance System on January 2, 1952 for purpose of mem-
bership thereof. In the information sheet, aside from his one legitimate
child with B, he mentioned the name of his child ¢ begotten with another
Woman and born out of wedlock on June 30, 1948. 4 untimely died on
January 2 1953, and as a consequence B, together with her one child
With A, filed a claim with the Government Service Insurance System
for the Proceeds of the life insurance of A whose beneficiary was his
estate. Similarly, C with the aid of his mother, filed a claim for said
msurance broceeds, claiming that he was an acknowledged natural child
of 4. 1f you were the legal counsel of the System will you entertain
Cs claim which was objected to by B and her child on the grounds that

Was born before the effectivity of the new Civil Code and that the

Tecognition was not made in an authentic writing? Reason out your
answery, .

- (a) May one donate a certain property and at the sume time retain it?
(b) 4 conveys the ownership of a certain real property in favor of
B, reserving unto himself (4) during his lifetime the share to the
Traits or produce thereof, with the statement in the deed that the

. 4t is irrevocable. Is the domation mortis causa or inter vivos?

@) What s the restriction imposed by the new Civil Code upon the
ndustyig] partner?

139




