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I. · INTRODUCTION 

Ftminine Grace comprises 19.45 %' of the Philippine judicial roster, broken 
down as follow$: 

'. SUPREME COURT 3 out of15 20% 

~~OURT OF APPEALS 12 out of 51 23.5% 
----

';SANDIGANBA YAN 3 out ofrs 20% 
' 

REGIONAL TRIAL COURTS 122 out of755 I6.6% 

ISTLEVEL COURTS I 54 out of 644 23·9% 

SHARI' A DISTRICT COURTS o out ofr o% 

SHARI' A <ZJRCUIT COURTS ooutofr9 o% 

TOTAL ···. 276 out of 1,419 19·45% ·. 

In the 100 years of the Supreme Court, out of 147 justices, eight women 
have made rt to the Court, but not one has been privileged to sit at its hehn. 

. Fe~~e Grace, the High . Court, and Jurisprudence: why the 
JUXtaposrhon? What has been the contrihution of feminine grace to the 
f~rtunes of the judiciary as well a& to jurisprudence? Does it make a 
drfference that a magistrate is a woman? Should it? Conventional wisdom 
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would seem to suggest that a jurist is a jurist, gender being an irrelevant 
fortuity to the dispensation of justice. 

Assessments on these points would have been more fittingly made by an 
incumbent lady Justice of the Court, but the task to memorialize the role of 
women judges is also mine, as they say, for being the second woman justice 
elevated to the Court, the second most senior anrong the women judges, 
and the founder and first President of the Philippine Women Judges 
Association. 

Whether the credentials are valid or not, it is an honor, indeed, to have 
been selected to lecture on the subject. And since Justice Artemio V. 
Pangar.iban, Chair of the Centenary Celebrations Committee, additionally 
reminded me that I owe it to our women judges, I dedicate this effort to . 
them, to the women's cause, and to the centenary of our Supreme Court. 

We thank Chief Justice Hilario G. Davide, Jr., for having said in Iris 
Keynote Address entitled, Women Judges Moving On before the Philippine 
Women Judges Association, last 2 March 2001, that verily, lady justices <2nd 
judges are gems.fo: the historic event. 

II. A BIT OF HISTORY 

The h.istorical fact is that women in the High Court are relatively a recent 
phenomenon. Justice Cecilia Mufioz-Palma reached our Supreme Court 
earlier than Justice Sandra Day O'Connor of the United States Supreme 
Court. By the. time the Brethren's First Sister was appointed, we already had 
two lady Justices in our Supreme Court: Justice Irene Cortes and myself 

And yet, it is only in the last thirty years that women have sat on our 
High Court - always outnumbered by their gentlemen colleagues. This is 
not true of the judiciary only, of course, for it has taken women considerable 
time and effort to assert their rightful place in other fields of human 
endeavor. 

Women judges started coming into the scene only during the 
Commonwealth period. In 1935, Natividad Almeda Lopez broke the barrier 
as the first woman to be appointed to the Municipal Court of MaFrila. That 
was even before Filipino women won the right of suffrage in I937· She was 
also the first judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court, and the 
first to grace the Court of Appeals, from which court she retired in 1962. 

Other lady judges and justices followed in slow succession. 






























