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THE SILENT PROTEST OF MAN'S INNER SPIRIT • 

M.A. J. Teehankee 

Tonight, we, the graduates, pass another milestone in our lives and we 
are faced with the simplest yet most profound questions. Where are we 
going? What are we to do now? What will become of us? 

These same questions have confronted us before and each time we 
attempt to answer them, our responses vary as our princ-iples and values 
become modified by time and circumstance. At this stage of our lives 
however, we realize that our answers will have to be definitive, for the 
time and circumstances we are stepping into cannot be turned back, After 
law school, all that remains is for us to enter the true testing ground of 
life itself. 

As future lawyers, we are bound to uphold truth and justice. But 
as we hear those solemn words, we wonder what they really mean. We 
hear the words so often that their meaning has become relative. As was 
said by a Chiri'ese philosopher more than 2000 years ago: 

"When justice and benevolence are in the air, few people are really con
cerned with the good of others, but the majority are aware that this is a 
good thing, ripe for exploitation. They take advantage of the situation. 
For them, benevolence and justice are traps to catch birds. Thus, benevo
lence and justice rapidly come to be associated with fraud and hypocrisy. 
Then everybody doubts. And that is when trouble really begins." ll 

The trouble has indeed begun and we live in an age of distrust, dis
tortion and disharmony. One need only pick up a daily newspaper to be 
made aware of the "si~s of the tim':ls" and at the same instant feel that 
the signs are ominous. Materialism and consumerism have eroded traditio
nal moral values; powerplay, money and worldly possessions have become 
of utmost importance. Moral decadence and alienation are prevalent in 
developed and free countries while poverty and unrest plague third world 
and totalitarian regimes. .. 

The argument that the "enG. justifies the means" has gamed wide 
acceptance, especially in our country, when only a generation ago, such 

•valedictory address delivered during the Commencement 

Exercises of the Ateneo Law School on March 24, 1983. 

I] Chuang Tzu, "Flight [rom Benevolence" (XX!V, 12 ). 




