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I. iNTRODUCTION 

Over the years, globalization has become an economic and a political trend. 
Consequently and contrary to the traditional view that a person should 
possess only a single nationality, there is a rising tendency towards the more 
liberal view - that which allows possession of dual or multiple citizenships. 
Protectionist barriers are now being dismantled and doors are being opened 
to aliens who want to enjoy privileges otherwise conferred only to citizens 
of a country. Contrary to the olden paradigm, applicants for citizenship are 
no longer suspected of evil motives but are now even considered as potential 
sources of developmental skills and capital. As the government's response to 
globalization and to the clamor of millions of Filipino migrants to be granted 
some, if not all, of the rights accorded to citizens of the Philippines, 
Republic Act No. 9225 1 was signed into law by President Gloria Macapagal­

Arroyo on 29, August 2003. 

The law is more popularly known as the Dual Citizenship Law. However, 
such designation is clearly a misnomer because the law does not really 
provide for dual citizenship but only grants to former natural-born citizens 
the privilege of reacquiring or retaining one's Philippine citizenship despite 
having lost such citizenship upon rtaturalization in a foreign country. Dual 
citizenship is not the primary purpose of the law, neither is it an automatic 
consequence thereo£ Nevertheless, it is actually possible for dual citizenship 
to arise from availing of the law's privileges depending on the laws of the 
foreign state under which a natural-born citizen has been naturalized. For 
this reason, the law should more :1.ptly be referred to as the Citizen 
Retention and Reacquisition Act and not the Dual Citizenship Law. 

The implications of the Citizenship Retention and Reacquisition Act on 
the civil and political rights of persons who reacquire or retain Philippine 
citizenship are numerous and countless. It has repercussions on the lives of 
million Filipinos and many of these are still unknown. Furthermore, tl!e 
inconsistencies and discrepancies of the law with existing Philippine law and 
the general principles of international law are not only apparent but real. 
However, because the law is intended to be self-implementing anc! self­
executory, it is unlikely that implementing rules will ever be issued. For this 
reason, straightforward answers to possible areas of conflict are less expected 
as well. Consequently, it will devolve upon the Supreme Court to resolve 

I. An Act Making the Citizenship of Philippine Citizens Who Acquire Foreign 
Citizenship Permanent, amending for the purpose Commonwealth Act No. 63, 
as amended and for other purposes, Republic Act No. 9225 (2003). 
































