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zoor] PHILIPPINE COPYRIGHT lAW 

I. HtSTORX OF PHILIPPINE COPYRIGHT LAws 

A. Spanish Copyright Law 

The Spanish Law on Intellectual Property of January ro, I 879' was the first 
known copyright law in the country. In principle, the Spanish viewed 
copyright as a right of property which was to be governed by civil law, albeit 
with special legislative· provisions. Article 5 of the Spanish Copyright Act stated, 
"[I]ntellectual property shall be governed by civil law without other restrictions 

·than those imposedby the Act."2 · 

Copyright Jaw; therefore, enjoyed autonomy in details, but not in 
principles with respect to the right of'property, which the ,Spanish Civil Code 
recognized. The Copyright Act expressly stated this principle: 

The Act on intellectual P~operty detenillnes the person's to whom. the said right 
belongs, the manner ;.nd the duraticn of ;ts enjoyment. In cases not provided for, by 
the said special Act, the genera! rules on property apply as laid down in the present 
code.l 

When Spain <;eded the Philippines to the United States of Ainerica under 
the Treaty of Paris of December IO, 1898, the U.S. Copyright Law became the 
applicable law. . 

B. Act No. 3134 
. \ . 

On March 6, I924, the Philippine Legislature enacted the country's very ovm 
copyright law, Act. No 3I34, entitled, "An Act to Protect Intellectual 
Property." The Act was based on the U.S. Copyright Law of I909. The U.S. 
Copyright Act of I909 finds its fotlndation in the United States Constitution, 
which empowers Congress to promote the progress of Science and Useful Arts, 
by securing to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective 
writings and discoveries for limited times.4 

The U.S. Copyright Act was created in order to satisfY two closely related 
principles: fostering the creation and dissemination of intellectual works tor the 
benefit of the public, and rewarding authors for their contribution' to society.S 

Section 3 of Act No. 3 I 34 had set forth the rights. included in copyright. 
The Act required registration and deposit of the work with the Philippine 
Library and Museum in order that a copyright be ·granted. 6 Copyright 

1. This law was extended to the Philippines by the Royal Decree of May 5, 1887-

2. The Spanish Copyright Act, art. 5 (1879). 

3. Id. art. 429. 

4· U.S. CaNST. art. I, § 8. 

5. THE COPYRIGHT SOCIETY OF THE U.S.A., 2 STUDIES ON COPYRIGHT 1205 (1963). 

6. An Act to P~otect Intellectual Property, Act No. 3134, §II (1924). 


























