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Today is a time for reminiscing; today is also a time to look forward to the 
future. Today, we learn from the e;Xperience of yesterday so that we may shape 
our vision of tomorrow. The' Journal has indeed come a long way but it still has, 
far to go. But with the inspiration that we draw from our predecessors, we are; 
confident that we will be able to surmount the obstacles that lie ahead so that 

: the words of Fr. McMahon, written 35 years ago, will not ring hollow in our ear~; 
so that 35 years from now, in a similar gathering, our successors will be proud to 
acceptthe challenge to carry on the tradition of excellence that the Ateneo Law 
Journal is and always will be. 

In cLosing, I would like to thank our distinguished Guest of Honor, Speaker 
and Inducting Officer, The Honorable Chief Justice Claudio Teehankee for taking 
time out of. his very busy ;schedule to honor us with his presence. We would also 
like to thank our past faculty advisers and past editors-in-chief for showing that 
the Ateneo law Journal is worth coming back to. We thank the distinguished 
members of 6ur faculty and our guests for joining us on this very important occa­
sion. 

Thank you all very much. 

A CASE WITHOUT PARALLEL AND PRECEDENT* 

I congratulate and greet the editors and staffers of the Ateneo Law Journal 
past and present, on your 35th anniversary. We have much to celebrate and be 
thankful for. We also celebrate the golden anniversary of our Alma Mater and its 
indisputable position as the premier law school of the nation. Most of all, we 
celebrate the restoration of our freedom after having redeemed ourselves from the 
long and terrible era of shame and degradation when the people finally had 
enough and threw out the cruel and corrupt regime with its insatiable appetite for 
loot and plunder. 

We didn't have a law journal in our time. We were too few and too busy 
getting the school organized and going. The Law School opened its doors in 1936 
at the now defunct Ateneo de Padre Faura offering 1st and 2nd year law classes. 
The first batch of 1939 was composed mostly of Atenean returnees who took 
their first year courses at the UP College of Law. They were the first twelve 
graduates, headed by now retired Supreme Court Justice Lorenzo Relova and 
Appellate Justice Eduardo Caguioa. In my class of 1940, the first batch that 
completed the full four-year course, we started 80 strong in first year but were 
weeded down to twenty by the time we graduated. All candidates of our pre-war 
classes passed the Bar exams l 00% We oldtimers gladly note that the high stand­
ard of excellence adopted by our school from the beginning has been maintained 
and strengthened. ., 

My counterpart ·in the Supreme Court of India, the Hon. P.N. Bhagwati's dis­
course on the Rule of Law and the crucial role of the judiciary through the power 
of judicial review is a classic brief for social economic and political justice: "It is 
axiomatic that no democracy based on the Rule of Law can survive unless there 
is a truly independent and fearless judiciary. The concept of independence of the 
judiciary is a noble concept which constitutes the foundation on which rests the 
edifice of every democratic polity. x x x The power of judicial review is one of 
the most potent weapons in the armory of the law and by exercising this power, 
the judiciary seeks to protect the citizen against violation of his constitutional 
or legal rights or misuse or abuse of power by the State or its officers. The judi­
ciary stands between the citizen and the State as a bulwark against executive 
excesses and misuse or abuse of power by the executive as also transgression of 
its constitutional limitations by the legislature. The concept of liberty is an 
indispensable norm and perennial human aspiration for freedom, dignity and 
equality :it is the source and sustenance of the vision and vitality of every nation 
wedded to freedom, equality and justice, it is an essential condition of dem_9cracy 
and development, it is a shield and a sword of social defense, and-it is a cha:IIenge 
and opportunity to the people to help themselves to ameliorate their conditions, 
to emancipate themselves from deadweights, to facilitate and accelerate social 
transformation and to achieve justice social, economi~.: and political. It is this 
dynamic concept of liberty which the judiciary is expected in a democratic set­
up to safeguard and protect through the exercise of the power of judicial review 
and therefore it is absolutely essential that the judiciary must be free from exe­
cutive pressure or influence." 

*Keynote address of Chief Justice Claudio Teehatlkee at. the Ateneo Law Journal"s 35th Anniversary 
Celebration and. InduCtion Ceremonies at the Ateneo Professi<mal School's Auditorium in Makati, on Septem­
ber 20, 1986. 
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