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I. BRIEF IDSTORY 

On October 1, 1901, the Code of Civil Procedure, enacted by the Philippine 
Commission as Act 190, took effect. This law provided rules on admission to the 
practice of law in the Philippines: all residents of the Philippines, not subjects or 
citizens of a foreign country, at least 25 years of age, and possessing the neces
sarf conditions of knowledge and aptitude, may be admitted to the practiee of 
law in the courts of the islands (Art. 14, Act 190). . 

All aspirants to a license to practice law had to present before the Supreme 
Court satisfactory proof of good morals, and had to undergo examinations on the 
substantative and procedural law codes in force in the Philippines and of such 
other branches of law which the Supreme Court may determine by a general 
rule (Art. 15, Act 190). 

The S!lffie law provided that examinations for admission to the Philippine 
bar should take place in Man.ila before the Justices of the Supreme Court or a 
commission of competent lawyers appointed by the Supreme Court, on such 
dates agreed upon by said Justices (Art. 16, Act 190). 

· Pursuant to this power, the Supreme Court has been giving bar examinations 
on eight subjects-- one of them being international law. 

The earliest surviving records in the Philippine Supreme Court show that in 
1933 the subject intemational law, was among those covered by the bar exam
inations, given a unit of one (the lowest), as compared to civil law, for example, 
which had a unit of 4 (the highest). 

The present Rules of Court (in Rule 138) effective since January I, 1964, 
provide much the same regulation: 

"SEC. 5. Additional requirements for other applicants~ All applicants for 
admission other than those referred to in the two Pleceding sections shall, before 
being admitted to the examination, satisfactorily show that t}tey have .regularly 
studied law for four years, and successfully completed all prescribed courses, in a law 
school or university, . officially approved and recognized by the Secretary of 
Education. The affidavit of the candidate, accOmpanied py a certificate from the 
university or school of law, shall be filed as evidence of such facts, and further 
evidence may be required by the court. 

No applicant shall be adJ:ni_tte.d to the bar examinations unless he has satis
factorily completed the following courses· in a law school or university "duly recog-

.. ~· " 

•Professor of Law, Ateneo College of Law, Edi.to~in-Chlef, Ateneo I,.aw Journal, 1962. 
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