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"All powers need some restraint .... Superior strength - the use of 
force -cannot make wrongs into rights." 177 Judicial review is a constant 
reminder to agents of the govv:rnment to act with circumspection in carrying 
out their functions. While convicting felons is a laudable purpose, prudence 
must be exercised in the prosecution of offenses and care must always be 
taken not to trample on human rights guaranteed by the Constitution.178 
This is especially so in the realm of public discourse. "Freedom to comment 
on public affairs is essential to the vitality of a representative democracy. It is 
the. duty of the courts to be watchful for the constitutional rights of the 
citizep, and against any stealthy encroachments thereon." 179 

V. CONCLUSION 

Fairly re~ently, a week prior to the Lad/ad ruling, Transparency 
Internatiohal' 80 "lauded the Supreme Court for standing up against 
'executive\ encroachments on the judiciary' under the administration of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo." In its Global Corruption Report 2007, the 
Court was said to hJve guarded the· Constitution when it struck down 
Executive Order (E.O.) 464, 181 the Calibrated Preemptive Response 
Policy, 182 and Proclamation IOI7. 18 l E.O. 464 had forbidden executive 
officials from testifying before a Senate Committee investigating the "Hello 
Garci'' scandal: wherein a wiretapped phone conversation allegedly showed 
that President Gloria ·Mac.apagal-Arroyo instructed former Election 
Commissioner Virgilio Garcillailo to ensure her victory in the elections. The 
Calibrated Preemptive Response Policy and Proclamation IOI7, on the 
other hand, limited the freedom of speech, expression, assembly, and the 
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I. LOTS OF LAND, BUT NO CURRENCY 

The scene is familiar in present-dayrrural Philippines: a farmer and his family 
preside over a small piece of agricultural land planted with rice or corn; and 
while still managing to survive the day on garden-produced root crops, they 
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