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AN INSIGHT ON COPYRIGHT 

Christopher L. Lim* 

Th~ field of Intellectual Property Law is now considered one of the growth areas in the practice. 
u: Its potentials are limitless. 
i- High-technology such as 'computers, both hardware and software, telecommunications and 
r- satellite transmissions, bio-technology and genetics all involve intellectual property rights. 
>r The more mundane topics of advertising, entertainment, sports, publishing, literature and art 
1t also involve the practice of intellectual property.law. 
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Where does copyright law fit in? 

Technology is usually transferred in the form of printed material or data on computer disks, all 
of which can be the proper subject matter of copyright. Factory or industrial machinery designs and 
blueprints, advertising materials and product packaging, computer software for both home and office 
application are also subject to copyright. 

However, copyright does not only delve in the transfer of industrial technology but is very much 
evident in the cultural and educational facets of our daily lives. The right to print or to translate 
textbooks, the right to show movies in theaters or make copies in video fonnat, to reproduce 
television programs or to play a song on the radio are all subject to copyright. 

The importance of copyright carinot but be emphasized considering that most of what we do 
at home, at work or at play involves copyright. 

WHAT IS COPYRIGHT? 

The original creations of an author or authors which include, among others, literary works (such 
as books, periodicals, lectures, dissertations, letters and the like), dramatic or dramatico-musical 
compositions (such as plays), artistic works (such as paintings, sculptures or drawings). musical 
works (such as songs or instrumental music), photographs, audio visual, cinematograhic, sound and 
video broadcasting works (such as movies and television) are generally called "works ... 

1 Under Philippine law, the copyright for a work is acquired by an intellectual creator from the 
moment of creation. Hence copyright comes into existence automatically by the fact that the wori:: 
is created. · 

Although registration and deposit of two .complete oopies or reproductions of the work with the 
National Library within three weeks after the first publication is required under Section 26 ofPD 49. 
otherwise known as the Decree on Intellec~ual Property, the registration and deposit is not for the 
purpose of securing copyright for the work, but rather to avoid the penalty for non<ompliance of the 
deposit requirement and in order to recover damages in an infringement suit. Furthennore, Philippine 
courts are hesitant to issue seizure orders and impose punitive sanctions against pirates and infringers 
if one's work is not registered with the. copyright office. 
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