
The Board of Edit9rs has ch~sen the auspicious theme of The Legal and 
]udicitJI Professions: Reftmti, Education arid Ethiall Considerations for this publication 
of the Ateneo Law Journal. With national elections just a few months away,,' 
it is worthwhile for both candidates and voters take stock of the crucial issues 
conlionting the country. The exercise is particularly' important for lawyerk 
and Ia~ students considering,that many of the candidates and their •staff belong 
to the legal profession. Th~e. are the same people. who wilf be occupying 

· .. key positions affect:Uig national governance. 

If the candidates were to agree on the most important issue of this 
campaign, it would probably be the widespread poverty afflicting the nation. 
It ~ poverty - material, intellectual and moral - manifested in many ways and 
in ~,nany areas. One of the more debilitating strains J;naY be found in our 
legal and judi ci;U system. . 

Indeed, the destitution and decay in our ethical values as reflected in the 
deteriorating public perception of the legal profession, is a cause for, deep 
concern. The admlnistration of justice is built and exists on trust, and its 

continued viability depends on the faith and respect that it commands from 
its adh~nts. Just like its economic counterpart, this moral indigency presents 
equally urgent problems that should be identified, addressed and solved by 
us - the primary stakeholders and guardians of the law. 

It is my hope that the cogent and courageous articles contained in this 
issue will not only spell out the problems as they exist but will also propose 
the politically difficult solutions ·that need to be administered. 

President 
Philippine Association of Law Schools 

Towards Meaningful Reforms in the Bar 
Examinations 

Justice Vicente V. Mendoza* 

I. INTRODUCTION .•••..•.••• 
II. STRUCTURAL AND ADMlNISTRATI~ R~F~~~ ................ . 

• ~ ••• # • w ... ~ ·- •• ~ • 

A. Board of Examiners 
B. Readership Panels 

C. Bar Admissions and Advisory Committee 
D Character and Fitness Investigation 

Ill. CHANGES IN ThsT DESIGN •.. 
A. Essay Section . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . ' ........ · · · · 

B. Performance Test 
C. Multiple Chcice Section 

IV, METHODOLOGICAL REFORMS: ThE CAUBRATION METHOD ...... . 

A. Basic Components of the Calibration Methcd 
B. Calibr;ation Procedures 
C. Releasing the Bar Examinations Results 

. V. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS .................. ~ . . ..... . 

sss 
59 I 

597 

60I 

6II 

' Retired Associate Justice, Supreme Court of the Philippines and Chair Conunirtee 
on the 2002 Bar Examinations. The author gratefully acknowledges the assistance of his 
son: Roger~· Mendoza, P~.D.;Alax_narin Phillips Associate Professor ofEconomics, Drexel 
Uruvemty, m t~e preparatiOn of this paper, particularly Part IV on the calibration method 
as used fo~ gra~ng essay examinations in state bar examinations in the United States a d 
m ar"'""'"g his m ti 'th ""cials ' J1 . ---..-- ee ngs Wl om of the Educational Testing Service (ETS) at 
Prmceton, New Jersey and the New Jersey Board of Bar Examiners atTrenmn, NJ., on 
7 October 2002. He would also like to thank Robert B Haller Ph D 1 h v. D 
PhD hn · • .. ,on. umont 

· .,Jo H.Yopp, ~h. D., Thomas Ewing, Margaret]. Murphy, Ph D.·, and Susan Chyn: 
all of the ETS for thell' warm reception and helpful suggestions. He is equally indebted 
to La~ra S. Brooks, Esq., and Audrey Marissa, Esq., both of the New Jersey Board of Bar 
Exammers. at ~renton, NJ., for patie~tly explaining some of the procedures of the N.J. 
Bar Exanunallons. As a result of his conferences with these offic1'a] ·h · d nfi · . , · s, e receJVe 
co . rmallon of the validity of some of the ideas in this paper which have been gestating 
m .his nund for several years. 

Cite as 48 ATENEO LJ 585 (2004). 








































