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I believe the trqfficking if persons, particularly women and children, for forced and 
exploitative labor, including for sexual exploitation, is one if the 'lnost egregious 
violations if human rights which the United Nations now confronts. It is widespread 
and growing. It is rooted in social and economic conditions in the countries from 
which the victims come, facilitated by practices which discriminate against women, 
and driven by cruel indifference to human suffiring on the part if those who exploit 
the services that the victims are forced to provide. The fate of these most vulnerable 
people in our world is an affront to human dignity and a challenge to every state, 
every people: a(ld every community. 

Kofi Annan, UN Secretary-General, 
Palermo Convention (2ooo)l 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton in Declaration rf Sentiments for Women's Rights, once 
said, "The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and 
usurpations on the part of man toward woman, having in direct object the 
establishment of an absolute tyranny over her."2 Nothing exemplifies such 
absolute tyranny more than the peddling of women into the sex trade, often 
by force, fraud, or coercion, as if they were mere commodities or article• of 
commerce that can be dealt, exchanged, marketed or traded.l 

Violence against women has presendy reached appalling proportions; 
and the numbers as well as statistics are simply too reprehensible to remain 
unnoticed. The United Nations (UN) estimates that four million wome!:J­
have been trafficked transnationally, i.e. from one country to another, and 

I. UNDCP, UN Secretary- (Jenera/ Calls Signing if Palermo Convention "A Watershed 
Event" in Fight against Organized Crime, at 
http://www.undcp.org/palermo/convmain.html (last visited Dec. 12, 2000). 

2. Elizabeth Cady Stanton et al., Declaration if Sentiments, Woman's Rights 
Convention, in H!STOR Y OF WOMAN SUFFRAGE 70 (1881). 

J. It would seem that articles of commerce and commodities are .in a situation far 
better than trafficked women. Unlike those who are trafficked, articles of 
commerce are not abused, exploited, maltreated, nor violated. 
































































































