
404 ATENEO LAW JOURNAL [Vol. :l\11 

stating that the judgment debtor was insolvent. S~bsequently, the judgment 
creditor filed a motion for examination of the propertit:s of the judgment 
debtor in the same court under the provisions of Sec. 34 of Rule 39 of the 
Rules of Court. Motion was granted and the examination of the defendant 
was set in the City of Manila. The judgment debtor failed to appear on 
the appointed date. Whereupon, the court issued an order dedaring the 
judgment debtor guilty of contempt. Thus, this petition for certiorari. 
Held, a judgment debtor can only be required to appear and answer con
cerning his property and income before the CFI of the province in which 
he reside~ or is found so that an order issued by any other CFI declaring 
the judgn1~nt debtor in contempt and ordering his arrest for failure to appear 
tor such exa_mination is null and void as issued in excess of jurisdiction. 
CmoN Bu {{oNG v. (CA) 57 D.G. 3143 April 24, 1961. 
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BOOK NOTE 

Civil Code of the Philippines Annotated 
Vol .. II; By Edgardo L. Paras: 
Rex Book Store, 1729 Azcarraga, Manila, 1961. 
Pp. 590. P·---

Good commentaries are needed in the study of law.~ .. As an eminent 
jurist once said: "the vast body of complicated statutes cannot be fully 
understood and effectively enforced without the notes and comments of 
experts and scholars who have made researches on the background, scope 
and significance of said statutes". Recently, there came out of the press 
a book which is an answer to this need. \Ve are referring to "Civil Code 
of the Philippines Annotated, Volume II (Property) by Edgardo L. Paras". 

The s.econd in a set of five volumes, tl1is book does not follow the 
topical app~oach but is made in outline form. The method of presentation 
proceeds by first citing tl1e law, then the author's comments which include 
definitions, classifications or requisites, then examples, and finally some 
questions or problems brought about by the law and the author's answers 
or solutions to them. In explaining the law, the author also defines and 
gives the meaning of each term used. The cases cited are the applica
tions of the law as well as the principles derived from the same, and fac
tual examples are best understood. The book makes use of enumerations 
and likewise contains tables of distiPctions to differentiate a mode, concept, 
term or provision from a similar one - a method that is more convenient 
and practical than when made or stated in paragraph form. The author 
compares certain provisions in the New Civil Coda with those found in 
the Old Code to show the timely changes in the law as caused by the 
necessities of justice and human rights and personality. To remind the 
law students of important matters for purposes of the bar examin3#on, 
the book occasionally mentions previous bar questions on ceJ:tain topics 
with the corresponding answers. 

The autl10r's adherence to a comprehensive discussion of the law is 
well illustrated in his commentary as to the reasons for the insertion of 
the phrase "ipso facto" in Article 461 of the New Civil Code concerning 
change of river beds. Although a member of the Code Commission is of 
the opinion that the words "ipso facto" were inserted in order to make 
it clear that the rule applies by the mere fact of the occurence of a na-
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