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(the "SSS"), the Goverrm1ent Service Insurance System (the "GSIS"), Bangko Sentral, the 
Goverrm1ent Financial Institutions ("GF!s") aJd the local goverrm1ent units. 

v. National Statistics Office data WJS adjusted to: (a) exclude aircraft procured under 
operating lease arrangements amounting to $542 million for 1996, $45 million for 1997 
and $136 million for 1998 and (b) included an additional $460 million worth of aircr.1ft 
imported under capital lease arrangements for 1997. 

VI. Comprised of the holdings by Bangko Sentral of god reserves, foreign invesm1ents, foreign 
exchange and SDRs, inc;!uding Bangko Sentral reserve position in the IMF. Amounts in 
'original currencies were converted to US dollars or Pesos, as applicable, using the Bangko 
Sen.tral reference exchange r?.tes at the end of each period. 

vn. debt of the Government only, and does not include other public sector debt. 
Includes direct debt obligations of the Govemment, the proceeds of which are on-lent to 
GOCC,S and other public sector entities, but excludes debt guaranteed by the Goverrm1ent 
and delit originally guaranteed by other public sector entities for which the guarantee has 
been by the Govenm1ent. 

Vlll. Id. 
IX. Represents debt of the Go·Jerrmlent, the 13 monitored GOCCs, the CB-BOL, Bangko 

Senttal and the GFis. 
x. Includes public sector debt whether or not guaranteed by the Government. 
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reverent hands these heirlooms of wisdom to the vaults oflegal history, we bid 
them adieu without the toll of drums and the boom of cymbals ending a grand 
symphony. 

In their decisions, as quietly as they toiled and lived, our honorees did not . 
shake the moorings of the world nor rock the foundations of the nation, did· 
not delve into the mechanics of governance nor soar into the metaphysics of 
power·. 

The ponencias, which we viewed afresh and visited anew, were simple 
judgnients that brought the comforts. of the law to the problems of the family, 
to the of property claims, and to the contentious interplay of rights 
and obligations in the daily lives of common people. Most importantly, they 
restored to human relations, peace to the home, arid order to 

. I . . . 
commuruty.\ 

A.s we uhfold the pages of the next hundred years in the epic existence of 
the Supreme Court and System, allow me to paraphrase the parting 
words in my address which I delivered twenty-one years ago· at the Law Day 
Celebration of the Philippine Bar Association. 

The next millennium "is a time for.reassessment, for reappraisal not only of 
systems but also' of values, seeing the light of truth and .hearing the call· of 
reason which are truly there -::--. not the shadows of spectral gloom, nor the 
voices of disembodied spirits ... for there are really none." 
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The mechanism for incorporation is set forth in the Constitutional 
provision that adopts generally accepted principles of public international law 
:1s part of the law of the land ... By the doctrine . of incorporation, rules of 
international law ipso facto become operative and effective within the municipal 
legal system. 2 The alternative mode for the application of rules of public 
international law, the doctrine of transformation, is also found m the 

LL.B. '89, Ateneo de Manila University School of Law. Dean of the College of Law, 
Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Mayni/.1. Commissioner and Executive Director, Preparatory 
Commission on Constitutional Refom1 (I999-:l.Ooo); Chief of Staff and Special.Assistant to the 
Chief justice of the Supreme Court (1992-98}; Sasakawa Professor of Public Intemational Law, 
Ateneo Law School .(1994-99): Scholar, External. Programme of the Hague Academy of 
Intemational Law (1997); Adviser, Philippine Team, Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot 
Court Competition (1990, 1992, 1993, 1994); 7'b Place, Individual Order of Merit, 1988 Philip 
C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition. Staff Member, Volumes 30 & J:l., and 
Special Projects Chairman, Volume 31, Ateneo Law Journal. The author wishes to thank the 
Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship Fund for making this essay possible. . 

· Cite as 46 ATENEO L.J. 635 (200!). 

I. PHIL. CoNST. ait. II, § 2: "The Philippines renounces war as an instrument of 
national policy, adopts the generally accepted principles ofintemationallaw as part of 
the law of the land and adheres to the policy of peace, equality, justice, freedom..-
cooperation, and amity with all nations." . 

2. See U.S.A. v. Guinto, et al., r82 SCRA 644 (1990) (where the Court correctly suggests 
that the mention of the doctrine in the Constitution is unnecessary). Speaking for the 
Court, Justice Cruz wrote: 

Even without such affirmation·[in the Constitution], we would still be bound by 
the generally accepted principles of international law under the doctrine of 
incorporation. Under this doctrine, as accepted by the majority of srates, 
principles are deemed incorporated in the law of every civilized stat: as a 
and consequence of its membership in the society of nations. Upon tts adnuSSlon to 
such society, the state is automatically obligated to comply with these principles in 
its relatio•1S with other srates. 

Cf The Holy See v. Rosario, Jr., 238 SCRA 524 (1994): U.S.A. v. Guinto, 182 SCRA 
644 (1990). 


