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originate in the barrio assembly which may approve the same finally with
out further action by the barrio council. 

The barrio treasurer shall collect all taxes existing (except real proper· 
ty taxes), fees and contributions due the barrio treasury for which he 
shall issue official receipts. The treasurer, who shall be bonded in any 
amount to be fixed by the barrio council not exceeding ten thousand pesos, 
shall be the custodian of the barrio funds and property and shall deposit all 
collections with the municipal treasurer within a period of one week after: re
ceipt 6~ such fees and contributions. He shall disburse the same in accord· 
ance wit~\. resolutions of the council, upon vouchers signed by the payee and 
approved ··~y the barrio lieutenant, and subject to the availability of funds 
in the barrio treasury, and all existing applicable auditincr rules and re!!u-
lations. \ " -

The barrip council may provide for necessary travel expenses for the 
barrio lieutenant or any member of the council on official business 

The financial records of the barrio co\mcil shall be kept in a simplified 
manner as prescribed by the municipal treasurer who shall annually audit 
such accounts and make a report of the audit to the barrio council and to 
the municipal council. 

SEC. 17. Extent of applicability.-The above provisions shall be made 
applicable to all barrios within the jurisdiction of chartered cities. 

SEC. 18. Repealing clause.--All existin!! legislation or regulati~ns re
lating to barrio government in conflict or inconsistent with the provisions 
of this Act are hereby repealed. 

SEC. 19. Effectivity of .the Act.-Tliis Act shall take effect January 
first, nineteen hur.dred and sixty. 

Approved, June 2v, 195.9. 

OPINIONS OF THE SECRETARY OF JUSTICE 

On the Authority to Co11tract for the Construction of Government Buildings 

OPINION NO. 250, s. t 959 

Opinion is requested on whether it is the General Manager of the 
NAMARCO or the Director of Public Wvrks who should sign the con
tract for the construction of the NAMARCO Tangue Warehouse. 

From your statement of facts, it appears that the NAMARCO has 
authorized the Bureau of Public Works to make the preliminary inves
tigations, plans, and specifications for the construction of the said ware· 
house, and to obtain bids therefor. In its report, the said Bureau recom
mended to the NAMARCO management that the construction of the ware
house be awarded to Mr. Pancrasio Galvez for a total amount of 1"420.-
000.00. By ~e!Yolution No. 371, dated July 7, 1959, the NAMARCO 
Board of Directors awarded the s~me. to Mr. Galvez and authorized the 
General Manager to "enter into contract with the awardee in behalf of 
the NAMARCO. with the Bureau of Public Wo·rks supervising the cons
tructions." 

In accordance with the said resolution, you requested the Director of 
Public Works to prepare the "contract documents f'Or the said project" 
for the signature of Mr. Pancrasio Galves, the awardee, and of the Gen
eral Manager in behalf of the NAMARCO. The Director of Public Works, 
however. states among other things, that the NAMARCO is "without 
authority to enter into cvntract for the constntction of buildings for the 
use of the Corporation, even though built with its own funds;" arid, that 
under the provisions of Section 1901 and 1917 of the Revised Adminis
trative Code. as amended, "it is the ftmction of the Bureau of Public Works 
to undertake. . . the construction of buildings of the Government, includ
ing corporations owned by the government,'' and "to enter into contract 
therefor." .... 

The management of the NAMARCO, on the other hand, cites 'paragraphs 
(b), (c), (e) and (f). Sectior. 4, of Republic Act No. 1345. to wit: 

"SEC. 4-·General Powers.-The NAMARCO is hereby authoribed to exer· 
cise the following general powers: 

X Y X 

"(b) To make contracts; 
"(cl To purchase, hold, convey. sell. lease. 

otherwise deal with such real and personal 

X X 

let, mortgage; encumber and 
property as the purpose for 
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