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· 'movements that advocate either independence or radical reform of 
sodety.u1 

. Maybe under a federal govenun~nt, if a Bangsa Mora state or states will 
~ established to the satisfaction of the Ban gsa Mora, Mindanaoans Lumads . 

. an~ _the Filip~o p~ople as whole, genuine peace and a comp;ehensive' I 
polit:lcal. solut:lon will be achieved. Such an aim should acconunodate the · 
Bangsa Mora Identity claimS, the protection of their ancestral domains and 

.. ancestral lands, the preservation and enforcement of the Sha'ria Judicial 
zys~, the Matfrassah lsl~c Education, autho!ity on local peace and public 
s~~~· . effect:lve Islami~ governance and clean elections, meaningful 
Pat?c1pat1on as. partners m Federal governance, and other Bangsa Mora 
confems. When that day happens, peace and harmony will finally be 
a~ed, through the Grace of Allah, Insha-Allah. 

117.Dr. S~muel K. Tan, Address during the Muslim Perspective on the Mi11danao 
Conflict held at the AIM Policy Center 6-7 (2003) (on file with the author) 
(empha.;is supplied). 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The proposal to adopt the federal system 1 of govenunent for the country is 
intended (1) to hasten our economic development and (2) to establish the 

This is an abridged version of a paper read by the author at the University of the 
East Foundation for Research and Advanced Studies, Inc. Lecture Forum, Aug. 6, 
ZOOJ. 
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I. BLACK'S LAW DICTIONARY 14I5 (7d ed. 1999) states that a federal state is a 
composite state in which the sovereignty of the entire state is divided between 
the central or federal government and the local governments of the several 
constitutent states; a union of states in which the control of the external 
relations of all the member states has been surrendered to a central government 














