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The Article deals with the different kinds of law and courts of 

justice that were in existence in the time of the Old Jacarta. The 

term “old” is operationalized by the Author in three (3) ways with 

reference to Jacarta, that is: (1) Sunda Calapa; (2) Jayacarta, and; (3) 

Batavia and surroundings. Thus, when Jacarta was still called 

Sunda Calapa, the indigenous law was largely influenced by parts 

of Hinduism (on the whole called adat-law). When it was referred 

to as Jayacarta, the indigenous law was influenced by parts of 

Islam. During the period of the East Indian Company when it 

pertained to Batavia and surroundings, the law which prevailed was 

the law of the Company or the Dutch law and Roman law. During 

the period of Daendels, however, Western law and Western courts 

were put in force. In the Raffles period, lastly, Western courts were 

also used. The law and the system of the courts took after what 

was used in England. A jury was even set up in the court of Justice 

of Batavia; similarly, small private cases and matters in connection 

with religion were dealt with by Western courts. 

 


