
~ 

!' 
I 
! 
! 

The Local Government Code's Decade of 

Taking Root: A Synopsis on the 

Decentralization and Devolution of 

Government* 
Dean Henedina Razon-Abaa'' 

I. BACKGROUND ..........•............. , .............. 839 

II. TEN YEARS OF DECENTRALIZATION: GENERAL THEMES THAT 

CHARACTERIZE THE PERIOD ......• ,,. .................... 842 
III. SuMMARY ANn CoNCLUSION ..••.. : .................... 851 

IV. CONTINUING Tii:E IMPLEMENTATION OF TIIE LGC: AN AGENDA 

FoR AcTioN ............................. · .......... 8 53 

A. Department of Agriculture 
B. Department of Health 
C. Department of Social Welfare and Services 
D. Oversight and Support Agencies 
E. Department of Environment· and Natural Resources 

I. BACKGROUND 

The attr.iction of decentralization as a development and governance strategy 
is built on the fundamental premise that government will be more responsive, 
efficient, effective, transparent, and· accountable if brought closer to the 

people. The atmosphere of openness engendered by the toppling of t~e 
Marcos dictatorship through People Power in 1986 combined with greater 
openness to participatory principles provided the enabling environment fo( 
the eventual formulation and pa5sage of the Local Government Code (LGC) · 
in 1991. The Philippine Constitution of 1987 mandated the enactment of a 
Local Government Cede that shall ensure local autonomy and provide for a 

This paper is a synthesis of five research projects written by several authors 
namely: Dr. V. Bru,;e ]. Tolentino with respect tci the research project on the 
Department of Agriculture, Dr. Maria Eufeniia C. Yap on the Department of 
Health, Mario Galang on oversight and support agencies, Rodelio C. Manacsa on 
the Department of Social Weltare and Development, and Agnes C. Cargarnento on 
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources. 
•• The author is Dean of the Ateneo School of Govenunent. She obtained her 
Masters Degree in Public Administration from the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government, Harvard University, and her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Economics 
from Maryknoll College, Cum Laude. 

Cite as 47 ATENEO L.J. 839 (2003). 
























